Monsanto and Ukraine » CounterPunch: Tells the Facts, Names the Names

counter

HOME
ARCHIVES
SUBSCRIBE
DONATE
ABOUT
) FAQs
o LINKS
o EVENTS
e STORE
o BOOKS
o TI-
SHIRTS

Weekend Edition

February 13-15,2015

PETER LINEBAUGH

Police and Plunder

ANDREW LEVINE

Playing With Fire in an Age of Absurdity
PETER LEE

Did the US Accidentally Give the World’s Most Powerful Cyberweapon to Terrorists?
PETE DOLACK

Killing Jobs is Hard Work

CONN HALLINAN

The Greeks Have Shaken the Pillars of the Temple
GEOFFREY FOX

Podemos: Threat or Promise?

PETER GELDERLOOS

The Pandora’s Box of Antiterrorism

CHARLES PIERSON

Why US War Criminals Walk Free

DAGMAR HENN

Ms. Merkel and Peace

THOMAS BARKER

The Liberal Media and the Ideology of Black Victimhood
ROBERT FANTINA

Muslims, Murder and Media Bias

REV. WILLIAM E. ALBERTS

Denial at the National Prayer Breakfast

JOYCE NELSON

Those Crappy Trade Deals
MASSIMO DI RICCO

Argentinian Crisis, US Opportunism
C. DOUGLAS LUMMIS

Okinawa: State of Emergency
JOHN CHUCKMAN

How America Screws Up the World—And Doesn’t Even Let Its Citizens Know What’s Happening

PAUL CRAIG ROBERTS
The Minsk Peace Deal: Farce Or Sellout?
ANDY PIASCIK

Vietnam: Some Real History
ANN ROBERTSON AND BILL LEUMER

Teacher Unions Default on the Fightback
SAAD HASAN

http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/08/22/70838/

13.02.15 14:15

Page 1 of 7


http://store.counterpunch.org/
http://www.counterpunch.org/
http://www.counterpunch.org/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015
http://store.counterpunch.org/subscriptions/
http://store.counterpunch.org/
http://www.counterpunch.org/faqs
http://www.counterpunch.org/links
http://www.counterpunch.org/events
http://store.counterpunch.org/product-category/books/
http://store.counterpunch.org/product-category/merchandise/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/police-and-plunder/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/playing-with-fire-in-an-age-of-absurdity/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/did-the-us-accidentally-give-the-worlds-most-powerful-cyberweapon-to-terrorists/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/killing-jobs-is-hard-work-2/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/the-greeks-have-shaken-the-pillars-of-the-temple/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/podemos-threat-or-promise/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/the-pandoras-box-of-antiterrorism/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/why-us-war-criminals-walk-free/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/ms-merkel-and-peace/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/the-liberal-media-and-the-ideology-of-black-victimhood/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/muslims-murder-and-media-bias/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/denial-at-the-national-prayer-breakfast/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/those-crappy-trade-deals/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/argentinian-crisis-us-opportunism/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/okinawa-state-of-emergency/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/how-america-screws-up-the-world-and-doesnt-even-let-its-citizens-know-whats-happening/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/the-minsk-peace-deal-farce-or-sellout/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/vietnam-some-real-history/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/teacher-unions-default-on-the-fightback/

Monsanto and Ukraine » CounterPunch: Tells the Facts, Names the Names

This One’s on You Bill Maher!
CHRISTOPHER BRAUCHLI

The Rulers of Pleasure
ALEXANDER REID ROSS

A Lynching in Chapel Hill

WILL SOLOMON

The Tangled Hands of the System
RAMZY BAROUD

Mending ‘Acxis of Resistance’
RON JACOBS

Creating a Crisis—1It’s NATO’s Way
ANDRE VLTCHEK

Education Has Little to do with Knowledge
RYAN CECIL JOBSON

Qil War in the Americas

DR. SUSAN BLOCK

50 Shades of Holy Crap

DAVE LINDORFF

Philadelphia Passes Paid Sick-Leave Law
AD HEMMING

Time to Honor Lucy Parsons for Black History Month
GRAHAM PEEBLES

Suffocating Dissent
BINOY KAMPMARK

Inconsistent on the Death Penalty
ROBERT HUNZIKER

A Grammy Star
LOUIS PROYECT

The Mirror of Vietnam
CHARLES R. LARSON
James Bond is Dead
February 12,2015
HENRY A.GIROUX

Celluloid Heroism and Manufactured Stupidity in the Age of Empire
PETER CERTO

Five Reasons Congress Should Reject Obama’s ISIS War
HALYNA MOKRUSHYNA

Ukrainian Healthcare and the Inept Reforms of New Ukrainian Westernizers
PAUL CRAIG ROBERTS AND DAVE KRANZLER

House of Cards

ALEXANDROS ORPHANIDES

Fate of the Greeks

Read More from
the Archives

("Search )
Join Our
List!

New Books Available from CounterPunch

http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/08/22/70838/

13.02.15 14:15

Page 2 of 7


http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/this-ones-on-you-bill-maher/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/the-rulers-of-pleasure/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/a-lynching-in-chapel-hill/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/the-tangled-hands-of-the-system/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/mending-axis-of-resistance/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/creating-a-crisis-its-natos-way/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/education-has-little-to-do-with-knowledge/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/oil-war-in-the-americas/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/50-shades-of-holy-crap/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/philadelphia-passes-paid-sick-leave-law/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/time-to-honor-lucy-parsons-for-black-history-month/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/suffocating-dissent/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/inconsistent-on-the-death-penalty/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/a-grammy-star/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/the-mirror-of-vietnam/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/13/james-bond-is-dead/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/12/celluloid-heroism-and-manufactured-stupidity-in-the-age-of-empire/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/12/five-reasons-congress-should-reject-obamas-isis-war/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/12/ukrainian-healthcare-and-the-inept-reforms-of-new-ukrainian-westernizers/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/12/house-of-cards/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/12/fate-of-the-greeks/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CounterPunch-official/172470146144666
https://twitter.com/#!/NatCounterPunch
http://www.counterpunch.org/category/article/feed
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001LCajc7xp4KNJq_OKmN7MPQ%3D%3D

Monsanto and Ukraine » CounterPunch: Tells the Facts, Names the Names 13.02.15 14:15

GounterPunch

PARIS

THE NEW NORMAL?

He Many £°C2Y

Faces or

&

s
Mohammed Ayoob \*ﬂ

http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/08/22/70838/ Page 3 of 7


http://store.counterpunch.org/subscriptions/
http://store.counterpunch.org/product/alexander-cockburn-beat-the-devil-dvd/
http://store.counterpunch.org/product/killing-trayvons/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0472069713/counterpunchmaga

Monsanto and Ukraine » CounterPunch: Tells the Facts, Names the Names 13.02.15 14:15

FRANCISCO GOLDMAN

L™ v
-

R

TH
INTERIO
CIRCUIT

A Mexizo City Chromicle
o~

AMERICAN INSURGENTS

A BREF HISTORY OF AMERICAN ANTHHIMPERIALISM

Pichard Seymoer

DECEFPTIONS AND LELF-DECEFTIONS

Yogoslavia, NATO, and Western Hiusions

More Books Available from CounterPunch
Exclusively in the new print issue of CounterPunch

PARIS, THE NEW NORMAL? — Diana Johnstone files an in-depth report from Paris on the political reaction to the Charlie Hebdo shootings; The Treachery of the Black
Political Class: Margaret Kimberley charts the rise and fall of the Congressional Black Caucus; The New Great Game: Pepe Escobar assays the game-changing new alliance

between Russia and Turkey; Will the Frackers Go Bust? Joshua Frank reports on how the collapse of global oil prices might spell the end of the fracking frenzy in the Bakken
Shale; The Future of the Giraffe: Ecologist Monica Bond reports from Tanzania on the frantic efforts to save one of the world’s most iconic species. Plus: Jeffrey St. Clair on

http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/08/22/70838/ Page 4 of 7


http://http//www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0802122566/counterpunchmaga
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1608461416/counterpunchmaga
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/184467990X/counterpunchmaga
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/158367084X/counterpunchmaga
http://store.counterpunch.org/product-category/books/

Monsanto and Ukraine » CounterPunch: Tells the Facts, Names the Names 13.02.15 14:15

Satire in the Service of Power; Chris Floyd on the Age of Terrorism and Absurdity; Mike Whitney on the Drop Dead Fed; John Wight on the rampant racism of Clint
Eastwood’s “American Sniper;” John Walsh on Hillary Clinton and Lee Ballinger on the Gift of Anger.
Order your subscription today and get
CounterPunch by email for only $35 per year. B
Weekend Edition August 22-24,2014 & 438
GM Food, Ukraine and the Return of Hill + Knowlton

Monsanto and UKraine

by JOYCE NELSON

Finally, a little-known aspect of the crisis in Ukraine is receiving some international attention. On July 28, the California-based Oakland Institute released a report revealing
that the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), under terms of their $17 billion loan to Ukraine, would open that country to genetically-modified (GM) crops
and genetically-modified organisms (GMOs) in agriculture. The report is entitled “Walking on the West Side: the World Bank and the IMF in the Ukraine Conflict.” [1]

In late 2013, the then president of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych, rejected a European Union association agreement tied to the $17 billion IMF loan, whose terms are only now
being revealed. Instead, Yanukovych chose a Russian aid package worth $15 billion plus a discount on Russian natural gas. His decision was a major factor in the ensuing
deadly protests that led to his ouster from office in February 2014 and the ongoing crisis.

According to the Oakland Institute, “Whereas Ukraine does not allow the use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in agriculture, Article 404 of the EU agreement,
which relates to agriculture, includes a clause that has generally gone unnoticed: it indicates, among other things, that both parties will cooperate to extend the use of
biotechnologies. There is no doubt that this provision meets the expectations of the agribusiness industry. As observed by Michael Cox, research director at the investment
bank Piper Jaffray, ‘Ukraine and, to a wider extent, Eastern Europe, are among the most promising growth markets for farm-equipment giant Deere, as well as seed producers
Monsanto and DuPont’.” [2]

Ukrainian law bars farmers from growing GM crops. Long considered “the bread basket of Europe,” Ukraine’s rich black soil is ideal for growing grains, and in 2012
Ukrainian farmers harvested more than 20 million tonnes of corn.

Monsanto’s Investment

In May 2013, Monsanto announced plans to invest $140 million in a non-GMO corn seed plant in Ukraine, with Monsanto Ukraine spokesman Vitally Fechuk confirming that
‘We will be working with conventional seeds only” because “in Ukraine only conventional seeds are allowed for production and importation.” [3]

But by November 2013, six large Ukrainian agriculture associations had prepared draft amendments to the law, pushing for “creating, testing, transportation and use of GMOs
regarding the legalization of GM seeds.” [4] The president of the Ukrainian Grain Association, Volodymyr Klymenko, told a Nov. 5 press conference in Kiev that “We could
mull over this issue for a long time, but we, jointly with the [agricultural] associations, have signed two letters to change the law on biosecurity, in which we proposed the
legalization of the use of GM seeds, which had been tested in the United States for a long time, for our producers.” (Actually, GM seeds and GMOs have never undergone
independent, long-term testing in the U.S.)

The agricultural associations’ draft amendments coincided with the terms of the EU association agreement and IMF/World Bank loan.

The website sustainablepulse.com — which tracks GMO news worldwide — immediately slammed the agricultural associations’ proposal, with director Henry Rowlands
stating: “Ukraine agriculture will be seriously damaged if the Ukrainian government legally allows GM seeds in the country. Their farmers will find their export markets
reduced due to consumers’ anti-GMO sentiments both in Russia and the EU.” Rowlands said that Monsanto’s investment in Ukraine “could rise to $300 million within
several years. Does Ukrainian agriculture want to totally rely on the success or failure of one U.S.-based company?” [5]

On December 13,2013, Monsanto’s Jesus Madrazo, Vice President of Corporate Engagement, told the U.S.-Ukraine Conference in Washington, D.C. that the company sees
“the importance of creating a favorable environment [in Ukraine] that encourages innovation and fosters the continued development of agriculture. Ukraine has the

opportunity to further develop the potential of conventional crops, which is where we are currently concentrating our efforts. We also hope that at some point biotechnology is
a tool that will be available to Ukrainian farmers in the future.” [6]

Just a few days before Madrazo’s remarks in Washington, Monsanto Ukraine had launched its “social development” program for the country, called “Grain Basket of the
Future.” [7] It provides grants to rural villagers so they can (in Monsanto’s words) “start feeling that they can improve their situation themselves as opposed to waiting for a
handout.”

Actually, the real “handout” is the one going to Big U.S. Agribusiness through the terms of the IMF/World Bank loan, which besides opening the country to GM crops, will
also further lift the ban on the sale of Ukraine’s rich agricultural lands to the private sector. [8]

As Morgan Williams, president and CEO of the U.S.-Ukraine Business Council, told International Business Times in March, “Ukraine’s agriculture could be a real gold
mine.” [9] But he added that there are “many aspects of the [Ukraine] business climate that need to be changed. The major item would center around getting the government
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The WikiLeaks Cables

In August 2011, WikiLeaks released U.S. diplomatic cables showing that the U.S. State Department has been lobbying worldwide for Monsanto and other biotechnology
corporations like DuPont, Syngenta, Bayer and Dow. The U.S. non-profit Food & Water Watch, after combing through five years of these cables (2005-2009), released its
report entitled “Biotech Ambassadors: How the U.S. State Department Promotes the Seed Industry’s Global Agenda” on May 14,2013. [10] The report showed the U.S. State
Department has “lobbied foreign governments to adopt pro-agricultural biotechnology policies and laws, operated a rigorous public relations campaign to improve the image
of biotechnology, and challenged commonsense biotechnology safeguards and rules — even including opposing laws requiring the labeling of genetically-engineered (GE)
foods.”

According to consortiumnews.com (March 16,2014), Morgan Williams is at the nexus of Big Ag’s alliance with U.S. foreign policy.” [11] Besides being president and CEO
of the U.S.-Ukraine Business Council, Williams is Director of Government Affairs at private equity firm SigmaBleyzer, which touts Williams” work with “various agencies of
the U.S. government, members of Congress, congressional committees, the Embassy of Ukraine to the U.S., international financial institutions, think tanks and other
organizations on U.S.-Ukraine business, trade, investment and economic development issues.”

The U.S .-Ukraine Business Council’s 16-member Executive Committee is packed with U.S. agribusiness companies, including representatives from Monsanto, John Deere,
DuPont Pioneer, Eli Lilly, and Cargill. [12] The Council’s twenty “senior Advisors” include James Greene (Former Head of NATO Liason Office Ukraine); Ariel Cohen
(Senior Research Fellow for The Heritage Foundation); Leonid Kozachenko (President of the Ukrainian Agrarian Confederation); six former U.S. Ambassadors to Ukraine,
and the former ambassador of Ukraine to the U.S., Oleh Shamshur.

Shamshur is now a senior advisor to PBN Hill + Knowlton Strategies — a unit of PR giant Hill + KnowlIton Strategies (H+K). H + K is a subsidiary of the gargantuan London-
based WPP Group, which owns some dozen big PR firms, including Burson-Marsteller (a long-time Monsanto advisor).

Hill + Knowlton Strategies

On April 15,2014 Toronto’s The Globe & Mail newspaper published an op-ed piece by H+K assistant consultant Olga Radchenko, [13] The piece railed against Russian
President Vladimir Putin and “Mr. Putin’s PR machine” and stated that “Last month [March 2014 - a month after the coup], a group of Kiev-based PR professionals formed
the Ukraine Crisis Media Centre, a voluntary operation aimed at helping to communicate Ukraine’s image and manage its messaging on the global stage.”

The PBN Hill + Knowlton Strategies website states that the company’s CEO Myron Wasylyk is “a Board member of the U.S .-Ukraine Business Council,” and the company’s
Managing Director/Ukraine, Oksana Monastyrska, “leads the firm’s work for Monsanto.” Monastyrska also formerly worked for the World Bank’s International Finance
Corporation.

According to the Oakland Institute, the terms of the World Bank/IMF loan to Ukraine have already led to “an increase in foreign investment, which is likely to result in further
expansion of large-scale acquisitions of agricultural land by foreign companies and further corporatization of agriculture in the country.” [14]

Meanwhile, Russia’s Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev stated in April: “We don’t have a goal of developing GM products here or to import them. We can feed ourselves
with normal, common, not genetically modified products. If the Americans like to eat such products, let them eat them. We don’t need to do that; we have enough space and
opportunities to produce organic food.” [15]

Hill + Knowlton, with its Kuwait “incubator babies atrocities” falsehood, was instrumental in getting the American public to back the first Gulf War on Iraq in the early
1990s. Now the company is involved in fomenting a Cold War 2 or worse, and on behalf of Monsanto — recently voted the “most evil” corporation on the planet. That’s

something to recall in the midst of the extensive mainstream media demonizing of Putin.

Joyce Nelson is an award-winning Canadian freelance writer/researcher and the author of five books, including Sultans of Sleaze: PR & the Media.
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