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In an open letter in Berliner Zeitung, the author tells the German chancellor that peace in
Ukraine cannot be achieved by pretending that Russia’s security concerns do not exist.

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte at the alliance’s Brussels headquarters
in May 2025. (NATO/Flickr/CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

By Jeffrey D. Sachs
Berliner Zeitung
CN at 30

Chancellor Merz,

You have spoken repeatedly of Germany’s responsibility for European security. That
responsibility cannot be discharged through slogans, selective memory or the steady
normalization of war talk.

Security guarantees are not one-way instruments. They go in both directions. This is not a Russian
argument, nor an American one; it is a foundational principle of European security, explicitly embedded
in the Helsinki Final Act, the OSCE framework, and decades of postwar diplomacy.

Germany has a duty to approach this moment with historical seriousness and honesty. On that score,
recent rhetoric and policy choices fall dangerously short.

Since 1990, Russia’s core security concerns have been repeatedly dismissed, diluted or directly violated
— often with Germany’s active participation or acquiescence. This record cannot be erased if the war in
Ukraine is to end, and it cannot be ignored if Europe is to avoid a permanent state of confrontation.

At the end of the Cold War, Germany gave Soviet and then Russian leaders repeated and explicit
assurances that NATO would not expand eastward. These assurances were given in the context of
German reunification. Germany benefited enormously from them. The rapid unification of your country
— within NATO — would not have occurred without Soviet consent grounded in those commitments. To
later pretend that these assurances never mattered, or that they were merely casual remarks, is not
realism. It is historical revisionism.

George W. Bush, with advisers, withdrawing from the ABM Treaty, Dec. 13, 2001 (White House)

In 1999, Germany participated in NATO’s bombing of Serbia, the first major war conducted by NATO
without authorization from the U.N. Security Council. This was not a defensive action. It was a
precedent-setting intervention that fundamentally altered the post–Cold War security order. For Russia,
Serbia was not an abstraction. The message was unmistakable: NATO would use force beyond its
territory, without U.N. approval, and without regard for Russian objections.

In 2002, the United States unilaterally withdrew from the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, a cornerstone of
strategic stability for three decades. Germany raised no serious objection. Yet the erosion of the arms-
control architecture did not occur in a vacuum. Missile-defense systems deployed closer to Russia’s
borders were rightly perceived by Russia as destabilizing. Dismissing those perceptions as paranoia was
political propaganda, not sound diplomacy.

In 2008, Germany recognized Kosovo’s independence, despite explicit warnings that this would
undermine the principle of territorial integrity and set a precedent that would reverberate elsewhere.
Once again, Russia’s objections were brushed aside as bad faith rather than engaged as serious strategic
concerns.

The steady push to expand NATO to Ukraine and Georgia — formally declared at the 2008 Bucharest
Summit — crossed the brightest of red lines, despite vociferous, clear, consistent, and repeated
objections raised by Moscow for years. When a major power identifies a core security interest and
reiterates it for decades, ignoring it is not diplomacy. It is willful escalation.

NATO’S April 2008 summit in Bucharest, Romania, where Ukraine’s “aspirations to join NATO” were formally
welcomed. (Archive of the Chancellery of the President of the Republic of Poland, Wikimedia Commons)

Germany’s role in Ukraine since 2014 is especially troubling. Berlin, alongside Paris and Warsaw,
brokered the Feb. 21, 2014, agreement between President Viktor Yanukovych and the opposition — an
agreement intended to halt violence and preserve constitutional order. Within hours, that agreement
collapsed. A violent overthrow followed.

A new government emerged through extra-constitutional means. Germany recognized and supported
the new regime immediately. The agreement Germany had guaranteed was abandoned without
consequence. The Minsk II agreement of 2015 was supposed to be the corrective — a negotiated
framework to end the war in eastern Ukraine. Germany again served as a guarantor.

Yet for seven years
Minsk II was not
implemented by
Ukraine. Kyiv openly
rejected its political
provisions.

Germany did not
enforce them. Former
German and other
European leaders have
since acknowledged
that Minsk was treated
less as a peace plan
than as a holding
action. That admission
alone should force a
reckoning.

Against this
background, calls for
ever more weapons, ever harsher rhetoric, and ever greater “resolve” ring hollow. They ask Europe to
forget the recent past in order to justify a future of permanent confrontation.

Enough with propaganda. Enough with the moral infantilization of the public. Europeans are fully
capable of understanding that security dilemmas are real, that NATO actions have consequences, and
that peace is not achieved by pretending that Russia’s security concerns do not exist.

Security Is Indivisible

European security is indivisible. That principle means that no country can strengthen its security at the
expense of another’s without provoking instability. It also means that diplomacy is not appeasement,
and that historical honesty is not betrayal.

Germany once understood this. Ostpolitik was not weakness; it was strategic maturity. It recognized that
Europe’s stability depends on engagement, arms control, economic ties and respect for the legitimate
security interests of Russia.

Today, Germany needs that maturity again. Stop speaking as if war is inevitable or virtuous. Stop
outsourcing strategic thinking to alliance talking points. Start engaging seriously in diplomacy — not as
a public-relations exercise, but as a genuine effort to rebuild a European security architecture that
includes, rather than excludes, Russia.

A renewed European security architecture must begin with clarity and restraint. First, it requires an
unequivocal end to NATO’s eastward enlargement — to Ukraine, to Georgia, and to any other state along
Russia’s borders.

NATO expansion was not an inevitable feature of the post–Cold War order; it was a political choice,
taken in violation of solemn assurances given in 1990 and pursued despite repeated warnings that it
would destabilize Europe.

Security in Ukraine will not come from the forward deployment of German, French, or other European
troops, which would only entrench division and prolong war. It will come through neutrality, backed by
credible international guarantees.

Feb. 12, 2015: Russian President Vladimir Putin, French President Francois Hollande, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko at the Normandy format talks in Minsk, Belarus. (Kremlin)

The historical record is unambiguous: neither the Soviet Union nor the Russian Federation violated the
sovereignty of neutral states in the postwar order — not Finland, Austria, Sweden, Switzerland, or
others. Neutrality worked because it addressed legitimate security concerns on all sides. There is no
serious reason to pretend it cannot work again.

Second, stability requires demilitarization and reciprocity. Russian forces should be kept well back from
NATO borders, and NATO forces — including missile systems — must be kept well back from Russia’s
borders. Security is indivisible, not one-sided. Border regions should be demilitarized through verifiable
agreements, not saturated with ever more weapons.

Sanctions should be lifted as part of a negotiated settlement; they have failed to bring peace and have
inflicted severe damage on Europe’s own economy.

Germany, in particular, should reject the reckless confiscation of Russian state assets — a brazen
violation of international law that undermines trust in the global financial system. Reviving German
industry through lawful, negotiated trade with Russia is not capitulation. It is economic realism. Europe
should not destroy its own productive base in the name of moral posturing.

Finally, Europe must return to the institutional foundations of its own security. The OSCE — not NATO
— should once again serve as the central forum for European security, confidence-building, and arms
control. Strategic autonomy for Europe means precisely this: a European security order shaped by
European interests, not permanent subordination to NATO expansionism.

France could rightly extend its nuclear deterrent as a European security umbrella, but only in a strictly
defensive posture, without forward-deployed systems that threaten Russia.

Europe should press urgently for a return to the INF framework and for comprehensive strategic nuclear
arms-control negotiations involving the United States and Russia — and, in time, China. 

Most importantly, Chancellor Merz, learn history — and be honest about it. Without honesty, there can
be no trust. Without trust, there can be no security. And without diplomacy, Europe risks repeating the
catastrophes it claims to have learned from.

History will judge what Germany chooses to remember — and what it chooses to forget. This time, let
Germany choose diplomacy and peace, and abide by its word.

Respectfully,

Jeffrey D. Sachs
University Professor
Columbia University

Jeffrey D. Sachs is a university professor and director of the Center for Sustainable
Development at Columbia University, where he directed The Earth Institute from 2002
until 2016. He is also president of the U.N. Sustainable Development Solutions Network
and a commissioner of the U.N. Broadband Commission for Development.

This article is from Berliner Zeitung and made available for republication by the author.

Views expressed in this article and may or may not reflect those of Consortium News.

The views expressed are solely those of the author and may or may not reflect those of Consortium
News.
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December 19, 2025 at 16:04

I concur,beautifully written and to the point
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S Siebert
December 19, 2025 at 14:14

Beautifully and concisely written. Inarguable by any rational person without a hidden agenda. And probably hopeless.
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He’s the ONLY adult in the room.
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The frame-up behind Erudition

Dr. of Economics Jeffrey Sachs, admirably, always speaks factually, yet he seems not to take into account what is
actually taking place behind the scenes, in the halls of AI totalitarian power structures, as envisaged, from as early as
2030 onwards.

Does Prof. Jeffrey Sachs not see that the U.N. itself was a Western “set-up” from its inception, which the below cited
documentary attempts to get to the bottom of?

The title of the documentary: Their Agenda Their Vision Your Future
Oracle Films, Bristol, U.K., 2025
Mission: To produce quality media and provide a platform for voices often censored.

[ORACLE definition GOOGLE AI Overview:
Simply put, an oracle is a source of wise counsel or prophetic predictions, traditionally a person (like a priestess) or
place (like the Delphi shrine) where a deity was believed to speak, but today it also refers to any person or thing giving
authoritative, insightful, or infallible advice. Think of it as a divine messenger or a very wise expert whose words carry
immense weight.]

Apparently, if not obviously, this company is NOT affiliated with the Oracle Corporation of Larry Ellison. “If their names
are known they are not at the top” of the ‘cabal’: a secret political clique or faction.

Professor Sachs’ academic credentials are impeccable; precisely why he is being used by the powers that are to divert
attention. He is one of ‘their’ magic wands; look over here while they divert your attention from what they are actually
doing, in order to convince you that what you think you are seeing is real

In the view of this commenter the documentary is urgent, must see, viewing.
youtube.com/watch?v=1o-cE2oDmKo
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julia eden
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thank you so very much, again, mr. sachs,
for spelling out the diplomatic and military mistakes
my country’s leaders have made, either unintentionally,
or, much worse, in full knowledge of the consequences
of their reckless arrogance + their conviction that their
so-called “rules-based order” is superior to any other.

i do not know how far down the road to ruin[ing russia]
chancellor merz is by now but i do wish he would listen to
advisors other than those who tell him that “russia must
be our eternal enemy!”, that “we must be ready for war
by 2029!” and that germany must soon become the largest
military power in europe.

after two world wars, which germany lost, one might assume
that its current leaders would know better than to CONtinue
on the path of belligerence. yet, instead of averting harm from
the people they govern – which they swore an oath to do, btw! –
they are ready to sacrifice way too much, YET AGAIN, alas!
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Drew Hunkins
December 19, 2025 at 10:03

Oh the web we weave when we kiss the azz of the Washington-Zionist-militarist empire.
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