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What is left of the government’s definitive identification of Russia as the culprit in the Salisbury attack? It is a simple
truth that Russia is not the only state that could have made the nerve agent: dozens of them could. It could also
have been made by many non-state actors.

Motorola sales agent Gary Aitkenhead - inexplicably since January, Chief Executive of Porton Down chemical
weapons establishment - said in his Sky interview that “probably” only a state actor could create the nerve agent.
That is to admit the possibility that a non state actor could. David Collum, Professor of Organo-Chemistry at Cornell
University, infinitely more qualified than a Motorola salesman, has stated that his senior students could do it.

Professor Collum tweeted me this morning.
48\, Dave Collum 9
@DavidBCollum

@CraigMurrayOrg This nerve agent story has
been transparent from the start. Wondering
where the rest of the organic chemists have
been but, if asked, they would confirm the
simplicity of the cmpds and absurdity of the
claims.

3:03 AM - 5 Apr 2018

The key point in his tweet is, of course “if asked”. The state and corporate media has not asked Prof. Collum nor
any of the Professors of Organic Chemistry in the UK. There simply is no basic investigative journalism happening
around this case.

So given that the weapon itself is not firm evidence it was Russia that did it, what is Boris Johnson’s evidence? It
turns out that the British government'’s evidence is no more than the technique of smearing nerve agent on the door
handle. All of the UK media have been briefed by “security sources” that the UK has a copy of a secret Russian
assassin training manual detailing how to put nerve agent on door handles, and that given the nerve agent was
found on the Skripals door handle, this is the clinching evidence which convinced NATO allies of Russia’s guilt.

As the Daily Mirror reported in direct quotes of the “security source”

“It amounts to Russia’s tradecraft manual on applying poison to door handles. It's the smoking gun. It is
strong proof that in the last ten years Russia has researched methods to apply poisons, including by using
door handles. The significant detail is that these were the facts that helped persuade allies it could only be
Russia that did this.”

Precisely the same government briefing is published by the Daily Mail in a bigger splash here, and reflected in
numerous other mainstream propaganda outlets.

Two questions arise. How credible is the British government’s possession of a Russian secret training manual for
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using novichok agents, and how credible is it that the Skripals were poisoned by their doorknob.

To take the second question first, | see major problems with the notion that the Skripals were poisoned by their
doorknob.

The first is this. After what Dame Sally Davis, Chief Medical officer for England, called “rigorous scientific analysis”
of the substance used on the Skripals, the government advised those who may have been in contact to wash their
clothes and wipe surfaces with warm water and wet wipes. Suspect locations were hosed down by the fire brigade.

But if the substance was in a form that could be washed away, why was it placed on an external door knob? It was
in point of fact raining heavily in Salisbury that day, and indeed had been for some time.

Can somebody explain to me the scenario in which two people both touch the exterior door handle in exiting and
closing the door? And if it transferred from one to the other, why did it not also transfer to the doctor who gave
extensive aid that brought her in close bodily contact, including with fluids?

The second problem is that the Novichok family of nerve agents are instant acting. There is no such thing as a
delayed reaction nerve agent. Remember we have been specifically told by Theresa May that this nerve agent is
up to ten times more powerful than VX, the Porton Down developed nerve agent that killed Kim's brother in 15
minutes.

But if it was on the doorknob, the last contact they could possibly have had with the nerve agent was a full three
hours before it took effect. Not only that, they were well enough to drive, to walk around a shopping centre, visit a
pub, and then - and this is the truly unbelievable bit — their central nervous systems felt in such good fettle, and
their digestive systems so in balance, they were able to sit down and eat a full restaurant meal. Only after all that
were they — both at precisely the same time despite their substantially different weights — suddenly struck down by
the nerve agent, which went from no effects at all, to deadly, on an alarm clock basis.

This narrative simply is not remotely credible. Nerve agents — above all “military grade nerve agents” — were
designed as battlefield weapons. They do not leave opponents fighting fit for hours. There is no description in the
scientific literature of a nerve agent having this extraordinary time bomb effect. Here another genuine Professor
describes their fast action in Scientific American:

Unlike traditional poisons, nerve agents don’t need to be added to food and drink to be effective. They are
quite volatile, colourless liquids (except VX, said to resemble engine oil). The concentration in the vapour at
room temperature is lethal. The symptoms of poisoning come on quickly, and include chest tightening,
difficulty in breathing, and very likely asphyxiation. Associated symptoms include vomiting and massive
incontinence. Victims of the Tokyo subway attack were reported to be bringing up blood. Kim Jong-nam
died in less than 20 minutes. Eventually, you die either through asphyxiation or cardiac arrest.

If the nerve agent was on the door handle and they touched it, the onset of these symptoms would have occurred
before they reached the car. They would certainly have not felt like sitting down to a good lunch two hours later.
And they would have been dead three weeks ago. We all pray that Sergei also recovers.

The second part of the extraordinarily happy coincidence of the nerve agent being on the door handle, and the
British government having a Russian manual on applying nerve agent to door handles, is whether the manual is real.
It strikes me this is improbable - it rings far too much of the kind of intel they had on Iragi WMD. It also allegedly
dates from the last ten years, so Putin’s Russia, not the period of chaos, and the FSB is a pretty tight organisation in
this period. MI6 penetration is just not that good.

A key question is of course how long the UK has had this manual, and what was its provenance. Another key
question is why Britain failed to produce it to the OPCW - and indeed why it does not publish it now, with any
identifying marks of the particular copy excluded, given it has widely publicised its existence and possession of it. If
Boris Johnson wants to be believed by us, publish the Russian manual.

We also have to consider whether the FSB really publishes its secret assassination techniques in a manual. |
attended, as other senior FCO staff, a number of MI6 training courses. One on explosives handling was at Fort
Monckton, not too far from Salisbury. One in a very nondescript London office block was on bugging techniques. |
recall seeing rigs set up to drill minute holes in walls, turning very slowly indeed. Many hours to get through the wall
but almost no noise or vibration. It was where | learnt the government can listen to you through activating the
microphone in your mobile phone, even when your phone is switched off. | recall javelin like directional microphones
suspended from ceilings to point at distant targets, and a listening device that worked through a beam of infra-red
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light, but the target could foil by closing the curtains.

The point is that there were of course no manuals for this stuff, no manuals for any other secret MI6 techniques,
and these things are not lightly written down.

I would add to this explanation that | lost all faith in the police investigation when it was taken out of the hands of
the local police force and given to the highly politicised Metropolitan Police anti-terror squad. | suspect the
explanation of the remarkably convenient (but physically impossible) evidence of the door handle method that
precisely fits the “Russian manual” may lie there.

These are some of the problems | have with the official account of events. Boris lied about the certainty of the
provenance of the nerve agent, and his fall back evidence is at present highly unconvincing. None of which proves it
was not the Russian state that was responsible. But there is no convincing proof that it was, and there are several
other possibilities. Eventually the glaring problems with the official narrative might be resolved, but what is plain is
that Johnson and May have been premature and grossly irresponsible.

| shall post this evening on Johnson's final claim, that only the Russians had motive.
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As Porton Down now confirm, here is a straightforward lie from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, a lie that
British diplomats around the world have been promoting to foreign governments.

- Foreign O... &-22/03/2018

e "ANalysis by world-leading
experts at the Defence
Science and Technology
Laboratory at Porton Down
made clear that this was a
military-grade Novichok
nerve agent produced in
Russia. Porton Down is
OPCW-accredited and
designated laboratory"

9J: N2 Qi &

Show this thread

The key point is that the FCO knew it was lying. This was published six days after | was told by an FCO source, and
published, that Porton Down scientists were refusing to say the substance came from Russia. The FCO knew this.
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| have now received confirmation from a well placed FCO source that Porton Down scientists are not able to
identify the nerve agent as being of Russian manufacture, and have been resentful of the pressure being
placed on them to do so. Porton Down would only sign up to the formulation “of a type developed by
Russia” after a rather difficult meeting where this was agreed as a compromise formulation. 16 March 2018

There has to be some kind of redress for this. If we accept that we live in a society where the public bodies that are
supposed to serve us, can lie to us and to the world in order specifically to heat up a cold war, then the future is
bleak. This is a direct consequence of the lack of suitable punishment for those involved in the crime of creating
lies to wage aggressive war on Iraq, particularly Tony Blair, Richard Dearlove and John Scarlett. As they are not in
jail, Boris is confident he will not be either.

We have learned nothing from the Iraq War experience, and what is most disheartening is that officials within the
FCO and security services still do not see it as their job to prevent lies rather than to propagate them when asked
by a Minister.

Here is a screenshot of a FCO video showing Laurie Bristow, British Ambassador to Russia, in Moscow telling
outright lies to gathered diplomats at a briefing there. The subtitle is accurate.

Lo
Foreign &

Commonwealth
Office

The fact that the Novichok was
—  produced in Russia

P 305Kviews 041/124 o) 7

Q 2 1 QO 1 &

| have long held the opinion that Bristow is a deeply repulsive individual with no morals or scruples. When | was
sacked as British Ambassador to Tashkent for criticising Uzbekistan's human rights record and objecting to MI6
use of intelligence from the Uzbek torture chambers, Bristow went to Tashkent after my removal to assure the
Uzbeks that the UK had no interest in human rights and wished to continue “intelligence cooperation”. That
somebody like Bristow can become one of Britain’s most senior Ambassadors says all you need to know about the
United Kingdom today.
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The government has attempted to control the narrative by finally admitting, as they have known for three weeks and
just ahead of the OPCW experts coming out and saying so, that there is no evidence the substance used in the
Salisbury attack was made in Russia. You can see the interview with the Chief Executive Officer of Porton Down only
in this tweet from Sky here.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF PORTON DOWN HAS TOLD SK
BREAKING NEWS rivv e At oS A
[EISZARIPAL CAME FROM RUSSIA OR ESTABLISH TS COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

sky Sky News

#Salisbury attack: Scientists have not been able to prove that
Russia made the nerve agent used in the spy poisoning. Porton
Down lab's chief exec reveals the details in this interview

If anyone can make a copy and send me, or make a safe permanent posting | can link to, | should be grateful
(contact button top right). Only a very short clip is on Sky's website and | am anxious to preserve it for reasons |
shall explain.

In modern Tory Britain, it should be no surprise to anybody that, to be the Chief Executive of Britain’s chemical
weapons establishment, they recruited a radio salesman:
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Aitkenhead’s PR skills were clearly thought sufficient to get across the government'’s key propaganda points, and
his struggle to do this throughout the Sky interview is telling. Aitkenhead has been in an extremely difficult position
for the past three weeks, standing between his scientists who are adamant they will not say the substance was
made in Russia, and the government who have been pushing extremely hard for them to do so.

At 5 mins 30 sec into this interview Boris Johnson directly lies about what Porton Down had told him:

https://www.craigmurray.org.uk/ Page 6 of 37
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It is very plain that what Aitkenhead is saying to Sky is “the scientists cannot establish it is from Russia. But the
government claims to have intelligence sources that show that it is.” His struggle to fit the formulations he has
been given to parrot this sense as more effective propaganda, into answers to the pretty good questions he is
being asked, is almost comic: “ummm” and “errr” come into it a lot. You have to remember that the precise forms
of words to be used in official parlance had been the subject of tense negotiation between the scientists and the
Porton Down bureaucrats, and then between the Porton Down bureaucrats and MOD Whitehall officials, and then
between MOD officials and FCO and security service officials in the Joint Intelligence Committee, before being
signed off by ministers. It is a process | know intimately from the inside. This reconciliation of conflicting interests
is why at the start Aitkenhead says it is “Novichok” confidently, but at 1 min 30 sec in he says the more truthful
“Novichok or from that family”, which accords with the evidence Porton Down gave to the High Court.

But the key moment comes at 3 min 27 secs in. Aitkenhead’s government minders were evidently unhappy with the
interview, and the last passage is a statement, not in answer to any question, of the government’s propaganda
position which is a very bad edit and clearly tacked on after the interview had finished. They get the continuity
wrong - it is not only a wider shot, the camera and tripod have clearly been moved. It is in this final statement that,
in a desperate last minute attempt to implicate Russia, Aitkenhead states that making this nerve agent required

“extremely sophisticated methods to create , something probably only within the capabilities of a state
actor.”

Very strangely, Sky News only give the briefest clip of the interview on this article on their website reporting it. And
the report is highly tendentious: for example it states

However, he confirmed the substance required “extremely sophisticated methods to create, something
only in the capabilities of a state actor”.

Deleting the “probably” is a piece of utterly tendentious journalism by Sky’s Paul Kelso. Interestingly, | have never
seen such large scale and coordinated social media activity by the Tories as kicked into action immediately
following Aitkenhead’s interview. Hundreds of openly identified Tory activists sprang into action using the “state
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actor” line — omitting the probably - and “government has other sources” line. The BBC contribution was
completely to ignore the Porton Down statement and pretend nothing had happened. As part of what was clearly a
coordinated PR strategy to pre-empt the OPCW and get over the hurdle of government lies while still blaming
Russia, Boris Johnson and Theresa May simply lay low, unavailable to the media.

I shall post shortly a considered assessment of the wider analysis of what could have happened in Salibury. Here is
my immediate reaction to Aitkenhead’s statement on Russia Today. Strangely the BBC did not invite me.
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3 Apr, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

The government is putting up the Chief Scientist at Porton Down to give a press interview on Sky News this
afternoon on the Skripal affair.

If the government were not confident he would implicate the Russian state, they would not be doing this. But
nevertheless | would be surprised if the Chief Scientist were to lie outright*, and we need to study his language very
carefully. Much of course will depend on the questioning, and undoubtedly Sky News (a Fox affiliate) has been
selected as unlikely to be be forensic or difficult. | have however passed to the producers, who contacted me for
potential comment, the three questions | would ask given the chance:

Are you saying definitely this can ONLY be made in Russia?
How long from contact would this agent take effect?

If it is an extreme military grade nerve agent (according to Boris Johnson “novichocks” are “ten times more
powerful”) then why was it thankfully comparatively ineffective?

We shall see if Sky are anything like this challenging. My fear is they will rather feed him questions like “How do you
react to claims it was Porton Down that produced this nerve agent” in order to allow him to appear pained and
wronged.

| shall post again after the interview. Thank you to the many people who expressed concern for my welfare at my
recent sudden silence, following the rather nasty personal attacks | was encountering — | traveled last week to a
family funeral at my childhood home, and was just reflecting for a few days.

*On the other hand another Porton Down scientist, Dr David Kelly, told the truth to a journalist in a broadly
comparable situation and met an extremely suspicious death as a result.
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Pontius Pilate

26 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

It is sickening that Spanish courts continue to jail, and remove from political life, Catalan politicians who are the
victors in democratic elections. That the European political class and media is almost entirely complicit and
supportive in this truly vicious repression of the Catalan people, has shocked many of us to our core, and made us
realise how thin is the veneer of democracy and how fragile are the rights we believed we held.
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Craig Murray - Historian, Former Ambassador, Human Rights Activist

If the UK were any kind of a democracy, opposition parties would have held firm against the rush to conflict with
Russia, until serious and thorough investigation of the Skripal case had yielded real results. At the very least, you
would expect to see a select committee of the House of Commons call the head of Porton Down to give evidence
and quiz him about the level of certainty they have of the identity and the Russian manufacture of the substance
which poisoned the Skripals.

Instead, we have seen all the establishment parties fall over themselves to appear as belligerent and faux-
Churchillian as May and her pipsqueaks, in order to placate the tabloids. This is ludicrous. You cannot out-jingo the
Tories, and the rush to increase international tension benefits nobody except the armaments and security
industries.

| am obliged to say | was disgusted by Nicola Sturgeon and the SNP leadership and their premature condemnations
of Russia. By coincidence | spent much of last week at pro-Indy events and | have to say | found this disgust almost
universal.

The odd voice was prepared to offer the usual Nicola excuse of “She is trying not to alienate the Unionists”. But
what is the point of not alienating the Unionists by, to all intents and purposes, becoming a Britnat yourself? The
continued failure — for years now — of the SNP to argue to the public the case for Independence, the attempt to
dodge Indyref2, all of it leaves me to feel that the SNP leadership have got their feet under the table within the UK,
as a form of controlled opposition.

The SNP leadership are far happier talking about which powers devolve to Holyrood from Brussels, and which stay
at Westminster, than they are talking about Independence. | don’t give a damn about the precise contours of the
devolution settlement; | want my country to be free of Westminster entirely, and soon.

We are not yet subject to the extreme state repression afflicting our counterparts in Catalonia, but you can be
certain the Tories have noted the template, and that other Western political leaders will support them if they start
putting people like me in the pokey for thirty years for sedition. Sadly it has become abundantly clear that there is
no danger of the highly paid SNP elected representatives, their SPADs, and party bureaucrats, ever putting
themselves in that position.

They would be with those handing down the sentences, as their attitude to Carla Ponsati shows.

Just as MEPs lined up one after another in the European Parliament to defend Francoist thugs batoning
grandmothers trying to vote as the “rule of law”, and use the same excuse for lengthy sentences for political
prisoners, so there was an echo of this distancing in Nicola Sturgeon’s response to the extradition of Catalan
campaigner Carla Ponsati through the Scottish courts, potentially to spend the rest of her life in a Spanish jail just
for peacefully campaigning for freedom for her country.

Nicola referred to “the fact our justice system is legally obliged to follow due process in the determination of
extradition requests”. She too is hiding behind “the rule of law” and thus turning a blind eye to the Francoist attack
on fundamental rights.

Very few voters of the SNP put Nicola Sturgeon into parliament in order to warm her toes at the Robert Adam
fireplaces at Bute House, while Catalan leaders are dragged from Scotland to a terrible repression. The SNP
leadership have become far too adept at speaking with British Establishment voices and thinking with British
Establishment minds.

At some stage they have to accept that achieving Scottish Independence is in itself a revolutionary act, and that it
will never be achieved without real constitutional conflict with the UK, the sort of political conflict which has
attended the birth of every independent state. If you are afraid to do something “unconstitutional” under the present
repressive system, you have no right to pretend to be a part of the Independence movement.

For Sturgeon to hide behind the Edinburgh High Tory Scottish legal establishment and wash her
hands, Pontius Pilate like, over the extradition of Carla Ponsati is simply unacceptable.

Saving this brave woman is as noble a cause to launch a constitutional crisis as one might wish for. The Holyrood
parliament must pass a Bill forbidding the extradition of Ponsati and the Scottish government must order Police
Scotland to enforce it. We need finally to show we are serious about challenging the UK. If Sturgeon declines, then
the Scottish people must physically defend Ponsati. And the Independence movement must fundamentally
reconsider its leadership and strategy.
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22 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

Evidence submitted by the British government in court today proves, beyond any doubt, that Boris Johnson has
been point blank lying about the degree of certainty Porton Down scientists have about the Skripals being poisoned
with a Russian “novichok” agent.

Yesterday in an interview with Deutsche Welle Boris Johnson claimed directly Porton Down had told him they
positively identified the nerve agent as Russian:

You argue that the source of this nerve agent, Novichok, is Russia. How did you manage to find it out so
quickly? Does Britain possess samples of it?

Let me be clear with you .. When | look at the evidence, | mean the people from Porton Down, the
laboratory ...

So they have the samples ...

They do. And they were absolutely categorical and | asked the guy myself, | said, “Are you sure?” And he
said there’s no doubt.

| knew and had published from my own whistleblowers that this is a lie. Until now | could not prove it. But today |
can absolutely prove it, due to the judgement at the High Court case which gave permission for new blood samples
to be taken from the Skripals for use by the OPCW. Justice Williams included in his judgement a summary of the
evidence which tells us, directly for the first time, what Porton Down have actually said:

The Evidence

16. The evidence in support of the application is contained within the applications

themselves (in particular the Forms COP 3) and the witness statements.

17. I consider the following to be the relevant parts of the evidence. | shall identify the

witnesses only by their role and shall summarise the essential elements of their

evidence.

i) CC: Porton Down Chemical and Biological Analyst

Blood samples from Sergei Skripal and Yulia Skripal were analysed and the

findings indicated exposure to a nerve agent or related compound. The samples

tested positive for the presence of a Novichok class nerve agent OR CLOSELY RELATED AGENT.

The emphasis is mine. This sworn Court evidence direct from Porton Down is utterly incompatible with what Boris
Johnson has been saying. The truth is that Porton Down have not even positively identified this as a “Novichok”, as
opposed to “a closely related agent”. Even if it were a “Novichok” that would not prove manufacture in Russia, and a
“closely related agent” could be manufactured by literally scores of state and non-state actors.

This constitutes irrefutable evidence that the government have been straight out lying — to Parliament, to the EU, to
NATO, to the United Nations, and above all to the people — about their degree of certainty of the origin of the attack.
It might well be an attack originating in Russia, but there are indeed other possibilities and investigation is needed.
As the government has sought to whip up jingoistic hysteria in advance of forthcoming local elections, the scale of
the lie has daily increased.

On a sombre note, | am very much afraid the High Court evidence seems to indicate there is very little chance the
Skripals will ever recover; one of the reasons the judge gave for his decision is that samples taken now will be
better for analysis than samples taken post mortem.

This website remains under a massive DOS attack which has persisted for more than 24 hours now, but so far the
defences are holding. Some strange form of “ghost banning” is also affecting both my twitter and Facebook feeds.
So please
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Craig Murray - Historian, Former Ambassador, Human Rights Activist

a) Feel free to repost, republish, translate or spread this article anywhere and anyway you can. All copyright is
waived.

b) If you came here by Twitter, please retweet but also in addition create a new tweet yourself containing a link to
this post (or to any other site on which you have placed the information)

c) If you came here by Facebook, again please share but also in addition create a new post yourself which contains
the information and the link.

The state and corporate media now have evidence of the vast discrepancy between what May and Johnson are
saying, and the truth about the Porton Down scientists’ position. | am afraid to say | expect this to make no
difference whatsoever to the propaganda output of the BBC.
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The Deep State Breaks Surface"

22 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

I confess | found it difficult to get worked up about the Cambridge Analytica affair. My reactions was “What awful
people. But surely everybody realises that is what Facebook does?”. It seemed to me hardly news, on top of which
the most likely outcome is that it will be used as yet another excuse to introduce government controls on the
internet and clamp down on dissenting views like those on this website, where 85% of all traffic comes through
Facebook or Twitter.

But two nights ago my interest was piqued when, at the height of Cambridge Analytica’s domination of the news
cycle, the BBC gave it considerably less airtime than the alcohol abuse problems of someone named Ant. The
evening before, the BBC had on Newsnight given the CEO of Cambridge Analytica the most softball interview
imaginable. If the BBC is obviously downplaying something, it is usually defending a deep British Establishment
interest.

It took me a minute to find out that Cambridge Analytica is owned by a British company, SCL Ltd, which in effect
does exactly the same activities in the UK that Cambridge Analytica was undertaking in the US. | then looked up SCL
on Bloomberg.

March 20, 2018 5:04 PM ET
Company Overview of SCL Group Limited

Overview Board Members Committees

SCL Group Limited INSIDERS ON Board Members

Name (C i ) Relati hip Title Age
Nigel Oakes 9 Relationships Chief Executive Officer and Director -
John Bottomley FCIS 9 Relationships Company Secretary and Director 72

Other Board Members On Board Members

(Ng:e tions) Relatis iips  Type of Board Members Primary Company Age
Julian Wh d 9 Relationships  Chairman of the Board Capstone Innovation Limited 56
Roger Gabb 9 Relationships Member of the Board of Directors  5¢1 Group Limited 78
Gavin McNicoll 9 Relationships  Member of Advisory Board SCL Group Limited ~
Alex Oakes 9 Relationships  Member of the Board of Directors  5¢1 Group Limited -
Alexander Nix BA 9 Relationships Member of the Board of Directors  5c| Group Limited -
Ivar M batten 9 Relationships Member of Advisory Board SCL Group Limited -
James Mitchell 9 Relationships  Member of Advisory Board SCL Group Limited -
Phil Taylor BAPh.D. 9 Relationships Member of Advisory Board SCL Group Limited -~

The name which jumped out at me of course was Lord Ivar Mountbatten, direct descendant of Queen Victoria and
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Craig Murray - Historian, Former Ambassador, Human Rights Activist

scion of the family closest friends with that of the UK’s unelected monarch. The only person listed by Companies
House as having “significant control” — ie over 25% of the shares - is Roger Gabb, the wine merchant known for
large donations to the Tory Party. | have now spoken to people who know him fairly well who, | must note in
fairness, universally say he is a kind and very bright man, but with no technical input in the kind of work performed
by SCL/Cambridge Analytica.

SCL is as Establishment as a company can get. The most worrying aspect of this is that SCL is paid by the British
government to manipulate public opinion particularly in the fields of “Security” and “Defence”, and still more
worryingly SCL - this group of ultra Tory money men seeking to refine government propaganda at the expense of
you, the taxpayer - is cleared by the MOD to access classified government information.

| then did a news search on google for “Mountbatten” and “SCL” and it brought up zero results from corporate and
state media. | then did a wider search not just of news sites, and found this excellent article from Liam O’Hare on
Bella Caledonia. It said everything | had been planning to write, and probably says it better. Please do read it. Liam
has actually done this to me before, getting there first. | suspect we may be the same person. Come to think of it, |
have never seen a photo of us together.

PS Everyone of my generation will remember this joke. “What’s white and flies across the sea at 300mph?” We had
a more robust attitude to free speech in the 70’s, and the maudlin deference to the “Royal family” had much less
hold on the population.
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21 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

We are experiencing a Denial of Service Attack on a massive scale. Our extremely experienced tech team - who are
serious professionals who come from major IT players — have never defended an attack this big on which someone
is spending real resources. The attack is not over, but our various levels of defence and diversion are currently
holding.
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The attack works simply by getting many tens of thousands of bots from around the world to interrogate the site
with queries into its search facility, thus crashing it. It is a type of attack we come under routinely, but never on
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anything like this kind of scale. This is a proper effort to get the blog off air.

EDIT: Attack ongoing — latest figures.
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Further Update: Still going but slowing a bit now.
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On Being a Dissenting Voice in 2018

20 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments
UPDATE

The site is just back up at 16.42 on 21 March having managed to slip like the Tardis into another dimension and
thus dodge the massive DOS attack we are under. over 50,000 separate IP addresses simultaneously throwing up
millions of hits. The attack has not actually stopped and does seem to have a human intelligence changing terms
and directing it, which could make for an interesting afternoon. Once our excellent techs get a minute from fighting
it, we will post the cloudfare graphs as evidence.

| just thought | might give you a little taste of what it means to your personal life to express dissent from the
government line in the UK in 2018. Let me start with this combined effort from the UK’'s most popular website,
Guido Fawkes, which fanatically supports the government, and the Blairite crew at “The Guardian”.

Yet this morning’s paper pours scorn on the previous day’s leader, running a story
headlined: “UK’s claims questioned: doubts voiced about source of Salisbury
novichok”. It echoes Seumas Milne’s line comparing the situation to Iragi WMD, and
quotes “arguments” on “social media” that the novichok could have come from
“some non-state group, maybe criminals”. It even links to the infamous conspiracy
theorist Craig Murray’s blog claiming “Israel undoubtedly has as much technical
capacity as any state to synthesise Novichoks”. The decision to promote a source
like Murray, a man who has spent time in a residential mental health facility, has
caused bewilderment in the Guardian newsroom...

The red ink is original.

Now it is true that, when | was sacked as Ambassador by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office for blowing the
whistle on extraordinary rendition and the Blair government’s misuse of intelligence from torture, | went into a
terrible depression and voluntarily spent ten days or so in St Thomas Hospital (not a mental illness facility) for
treatment. | have never tried to keep this secret, indeed it is a major part of my memoir “Murder in Samarkand”. It is
also true, as | have always acknowledged, that | have had other less serious depressive episodes treated at home
and been diagnosed as bipolar since | was 20.

That we stigmatise anybody who has ever had a mental illness, write them off and view their views, on anything, as
invalid, is an attitude | had hoped we had moved past last century. Indeed, if this hatchet job was done on anybody
writing within the Overton window, then the Guardian would be dedicating editorials to condemning it. We have in
fact moved to the old Soviet position, where disagreement with the official line equals mental illness. | quite
confess this sort of thing does in fact hurt me - if you cut me, do | not bleed?

The use of the term “conspiracy theorist” has been used to denigrate my views, ever since Jack Straw as Foreign
Secretary lied to Parliament denying that the UK ever obtained intelligence from torture and denying the existence
of the extraordinary rendition programme, which | was supposed to have fantasised. Anyone interested in this
history can watch this series of videos of my evidence to a Parliamentary Committee on the subject. It explains why
| start nowadays from a position of being so hated by the British state and its acolytes, and also of course enables
you to judge for yourself whether | should be ignored as insane.
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Ever since then, the state and corporate media have described me as a “conspiracy theorist”. Even though there is
now acceptance that extraordinary rendition did happen and presumably they, somewhere inside, know | was telling
the truth. | find people are taken aback to discover, for example, that | broadly accept that there was no US
government involvement in 9/11 (other than minimising the Saudi role) and 9/11 discussion is banned on this blog
- [warning it still is].

I cannot in fact conceive of a more outlandish conspiracy theory than that the Russian government secretly
manufactured and stockpiled novichoks, hidden from the OPCW, and secretly trained assassins, only to blow the
whole operation on a retired spy they let out of jail ages ago. Yet nobody calls Boris Johnson a “conspiracy
theorist” for positing that.

But the abuse is not confined to what people publish about me. | receive some extremely unpleasant emails of
which this is an example:
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Re: Russia etc.

@ Ron Temis <ron.temis@aol.com>
10/03/2

/‘\ E\ﬂ‘

I have taken anger management, here is how we Jews handle anti-Semitic garbage now.

Ron Temis

From: craig murray <craigm
To: Ron Temis <rol
Sent: Mon, Mar 19, 2018 9:27 am
Subject: RE: Russia etc.

| certainly hope Jewish people will thrive long after | am maggot food, and indeed | am sure you are right — | can see no reason why that would not happen (unless climate change really dies bugger up
the world for everyone). | also hope that Israel will come to realise that long term security for its Jewish citizens lies not in the apartheid state, but in an ethnicity and religion blind joint homeland with
other groups. And in the meantime, it would be very good if Israel would ratify the Chemical Weapons Convention, join the OPCW and destroy its chemical weapons stocks.

Best wishes. Have you considered anger therapy?

Craig

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From: Ron Temis

Sent: 19 March 2018 16:01

To: craigmurray@mail.ru

Subject: Russia etc.

Did you know that we Jews piss on you? We will thrive long after you are maggot food.

Ron Temis

ron.temis@aol.com

| do hope Mr Temis can get money back on his anger management sessions. But there has been rather a lot of this,
including some by old fashioned mail. which | find myself prodding suspiciously before opening :-).

There is of course an open effort to extend the term “anti-semitic” to embrace any criticism of Israel. It is also
particularly used by Blairites to attack anybody taking any position seen as supportive of Jeremy Corbyn. | am not
in the least anti-semitic. Jewish people have made a disproportionate, indeed magnificent, contribution to the world
in the fields of science, music, literature, commerce and others. That does not alter the fact that Israel is a rogue
state when it comes to chemical weapons, the subject currently under discussion. It refuses to ratify the Chemical
Weapons Convention and destroy its chemical weapons stocks, and refuses to join the OPCW.

Plainly someone attacked the Skripals. In stating that it is not the case that Russia was the only state who could
have done it, | have included Israel amongst other possibilities. Israel might wish to frame Russia for the deed, as
Russian actions in Syria have severely conflicted with Israeli ambitions in Syria and Lebanon. But | have never said it
was, or was most likely to be, Israel - it could be the CIA framing Russia, it could be a non-state actor entirely
(which | am inclined to think most likely — this could come from those close to a victim of Skripal’s treachery,
though I still think the Orbis intelligence connection has been overlooked).

Some of the most vitriolic abuse has come from state and corporate media journalists. Falsely categorising me as
an insane racist allows them to ignore any challenge to the establishment line on Salisbury and absolves them, in
their own minds, from any dereliction of duty in not questioning it.

In a chilling example of the way they move to crush dissent, here a prominent Blairite corporate media journalist,
James Bloodworth, attempts to ensure that consideration of other possibilities than the government line is not
carried even in the private domain. He harasses and bullies an individual attempting to force him to accept Mr
Bloodworth’s version of what | had said, rather than what | had actually said. When Mr Law (who as a
lecturer in philosophy presumably has an attachment to intellectual honesty) refuses, Bloodworth sanctions him by
pulling out of his literary festival.
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James Bloodworth @ @) Bloodworth - Mar 16 v
.:9 Replying to @stephenlaw60
Are you actually serious? He makes a spurious link to Labour Friends of Israel

then adds a knowing "I wonder why"? *You* know full well what the implication
here is.

O 1 0 4 Q so [

~ James Bloodworth @ @)J_Bloodworth - Mar 16 v
"9 Do you believe Israel might have been involved?

QO 3 m 1 Q 15 [}

* No. But you arr changing the subject. You said Murray blamed Israel. He did not.
He said the various theories (incl Orbis/US) were all just speculations. | am not
defending his view but at least be accurate.

y.\ Stephen Law @stephenlawt0 - Mar 16 v

Both the Orbis and Israeli theories are
speculations. But they are no more a
speculation, and no more a conspiracy theory,
than the idea that Vladimir Putin secretly sent
agents to Salisbury to attack Skripal with a
secret nerve agent. | can see absolutely no
reason to believe that is a more valid
speculation than the others at this point.

QO 3 1 Q 2 [}

James Bloodworth @ @) Bloodworth - Mar 16 v

’g Well this is an attempt to muddy the waters. It isn't equally as "valid" that Israel
did this as it is that Moscow did it. And besides, | wasn't responding to this, | was
responding to his tweet about Labour Friends of Israel, which was an antisemitic
dog whistle.

O 14 n7 QO 39 [}

#imy Stephen Law @stephenlaw60 - Mar 16 v
& He did not blame lIsrael. You said he did. Correct your mistake.

O 2 1 Q s [}

He implied - wink wink - that Israel might be involved in some way. | know what

James Bloodworth @ @) Bloodworth - Mar 16 v
& Ip.
that is. If you can't see it thrn | can't help you.

He did not imply it he said it it. Might being the key word. He also said it might
be US and might involve Orbis and might be Putin. | am just asking for basic
accuracy.

Q s m 1 Q )

#i&» Stephen Law @stephenlaw60 - Mar 16 v
. ]
l

OK well you can take me off the bill for the festival next week. No intention of
having any involvement with you if you can't see the dog whistling when it's as
blatant as this. That's my final position, too.

O 14 1 35 Q17 O

~ James Bloodworth @ @)_Bloodworth - Mar 16 v
& I’.

You can take all reference to my work down from your website immediately. If
anyone asks why you can point them to this thread.

Q7 1 12 QO 85 [}

~ James Bloodworth @ @)J_Bloodworth - Mar 16 v
& Ip.

It is very difficult to understand what is happening in the UK today, but when the BBC on its flagship news
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programme holds a discussion of the Salisbury attack under a huge photo-shopped picture of the leader of the
opposition in a Russian hat standing outside the Kremlin, it is plain a fundamental shift has happened in society. The
Salisbury attack has perhaps taught us something massively more important than any of the stuff about chemical
weapons, and that is that Britain is further along the road to becoming an authoritarian state than we had realised.

L J TWEET [ f] SHARE 7.6K (&) G+ +1 () in

View with comments

D’un Type Développé par des Menteurs

20 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

Those who have so kindly followed my analysis of the Skripal case so far will not have been surprised by this
formulation appearing yet again in today’s European Union statement:

The European Union strongly condemns the attack that took place against Sergei and Yulia Skripal in
Salisbury, UK on 4 March 2018, that also left a police officer seriously ill. The lives of many citizens were
threatened by this reckless and illegal act. The European Union takes extremely seriously the UK
government’s assessment that it is highly likely that the Russian Federation is responsible.

The European Union is shocked at the offensive use of any military-grade nerve agent, of a type
developed by Russia, for the first time on European soil in over 70 years. The use of chemical weapons
by anyone under any circumstances is completely unacceptable and constitutes a security threat to us all.
Any such use is a clear violation of the Chemical Weapons Convention, a breach of international law and
undermines the rules-based international order. The EU welcomes the commitment of the UK to work
closely with the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in supporting the
investigation into the attack. The union calls on Russia to address urgently the questions raised by the UK
and the international community and to provide immediate, full and complete disclosure of its novichok
programme to the OPCW.

The European Union expresses its unqualified solidarity with the UK and its support, including for the UK’s
efforts to bring those responsible for this crime to justice.

The EU will remain closely focussed on this issue and its implications.

While Boris Johnson may spout off the cuff lies while giving TV interviews, when it comes to any formal document
or statement - in parliament, the Security Council, NATO and now the EU - the British government always reverts to
this precise formulation “of a type developed by Russia” which attempts to disguise the fact that they have no
evidence the material is made in Russia. Many laboratories can produce “novichoks”.

The EU statement very obviously eschews the British government line that Russia is evidently to blame. “The
European Union takes extremely seriously the UK government’s assessment” is a double edged statement. Of
course such a profound accusation must be taken seriously — whether the accusation redounds eventually to the
discredit of the accused and accuser is a different question. There is something patronising about the “takes
extremely seriously” line.

As in “we take the views of our customers extremely seriously. Unfortunately none of our agents is available right
now, please continue to hold...” followed by thirty minutes of jingle then cuts off. | am told the French text sounds
still more disdainful.

Apparently the BBC's Eddie Mair on the PM programme on BBC Radio 4 today did take up the subject of the
peculiar wording “of a type developed by Russia”, though without reaching any conclusion. He mentioned me by
name. Now both the UK’s main political radio programmes — PM and Today - have mentioned me by name and
discussed my ideas, but neither has given me a chance to reply. Mair is interesting — he first interviewed me on
Radio Tay in 1984. He was then a brilliant young school-leaver who looked 12 years old, and came from the
Whitfield housing scheme in Dundee, then one of the most deprived and toughest estates in the entire UK. It is a
shame that his talent and energy have been wasted in the BBC, but his background does perhaps lead him to go
outside the Establishment consensus sometimes.

As it is, here | am on some “fringe” media outlets today, which there are increasing calls from MPs of all major
parties to close down, so that non-Establishment views can be completely suppressed.
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Portonblimp Down - A Tale By Boris Johnson

19 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

“Comrade Putin, we have successfully stockpiled novichoks in secret for ten years, and kept them hidden from the
OPCW inspectors. We have also trained our agents in secret novichok assassination techniques. The programme
has cost hundreds of millions of dollars, but now we are ready. Naturally, the first time we use it we will expose our
secret and suffer massive international blowback. So who should be our first target? The head of a foreign
intelligence agency? A leading jihadist rebel in Syria? A key nuclear scientist? Even a Head of State?”

“No, Tovarich. There is this old retired guy | know living in Salisbury. We released him from jail years ago...”

WARNING If you harbour any doubts at all about the plausibility of Mr Johnson’s story, you are a crazed conspiracy
theorist and a traitor. Plus you will never, ever get employed in the BBC or corporate media.
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Boris Johnson Issues Completely New Story on “Russian
Novichoks”

18 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

Boris Johnson has attempted to renew the faltering case for blaming Russia ahead of the investigation into the
Skripal attack, by issuing a fundamentally new story that completely changes — and very radically strengthens - the
government line on what it knows. You can see the long Foreign and Commonwealth Office Statement here.

This is the sensational new claim which all the propaganda sheets are running with:

The Foreign Secretary revealed this morning that we have information indicating that within the last
decade, Russia has investigated ways of delivering nerve agents likely for assassination. And part of this
programme has involved producing and stockpiling quantities of novichok. This is a violation of the
Chemical Weapons Convention.

This is an astonishing claim and requires close investigation. If this information comes from MI5 or MI6, there is a
process of inter-departmental clearance that has to be gone through before it can be put in the public domain -
even by a Minister — which is known as “Action-on”. | have been through the process personally many times when
working as head of the FCO Section of the Embargo Surveillance Centre, monitoring Iraqi arms acquisitions. It is
not, unless actually at war, a Saturday night process — it would have had to have been done on Friday.

So why is this essential information being released not to Parliament on Friday, but on Andrew Marr’s sofa early on
a Sunday morning, backed up with a Sunday morning official statement? This is very unusual. Furthermore, it is
absolutely incompatible with what | was told last week by FCO sources - they did not know this information, and
one of them certainly would have if it was based on MI6 or GCHQ reporting.

| can see only two possible explanations. One — and the most likely — depends on looking yet again extremely
carefully at what the statement says. It says “we have information indicating that within the last decade”. If does
not say how long we have held that information. And “within the last decade” can mean any period of time between
a second and ten years ago, Very tellingly it says “within the last decade”, it does not say “for the last decade”.

“Within the last decade” is in fact the exact same semantic trick as “sale price — up to 50% off”. That can mean no
more than 0.1% off and its only actual meaning is “never better than half price”.

The most likely explanation of this sentence is therefore that they have — since last week when they didn't know this
- just been given this alleged information. And not from a regular ally with whom we have an intelligence sharing
agreement. It could have come from another state, or from a private source of dodgy intelligence — Orbis, for
example.
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The FCO are again deliberately twisting words to convey the impression that we have known for a
decade, whereas in fact the statement does not say this at all.

There is a second possible explanation. MI6 officers in the field get intelligence from agents who, by and large, they
pay for it. In my experience of seeing thousands of MI6 intelligence reports, a fair proportion of this “Humint” is
unreliable. Graham Greene, a former MI6 officer, was writing a true picture in the brilliant “our Man in Havana”, which
| cannot strongly recommend enough to you.

The intelligence received arrives in Vauxhall Cross and there is a filter. A country desk officer will assess the
intelligence and see if it is worth issuing as a Report; they judge accuracy against how good access the source has
and how trustworthy they are deemed to be, and whether the content squares with known facts. If passed, the
intelligence then becomes a Report and is given a serial number. This is not a very good filter, because it still lets
through a lot of rubbish, but it does eliminate the complete dregs. One possible source of new information that has
suddenly changed the government'’s state of knowledge this weekend is a search of these dregs for anything that
can be cobbled together. As | have written in Murder in Samarkand, it was the deliberate removal of filters which
twisted the Iraqi WMD intelligence.

In short, we should be extremely sceptical of this sudden new information that Boris Johnson has produced out of
a hat. If the UK was in possession of intelligence about a secret Russian chemical weapons programme, it was not
under a legal obligation to tell Andrew Marr, but it was under a legal obligation to tell the OPCW. Not only did the UK
fail to do that, the UK Ambassador Sir Geoffrey Adams was last year fulsomely congratulating the
OPCW on the completion of the destruction of Russia’s chemical weapons stocks, without a single
hint or reservation entered that Russia may have undeclared or secret stocks.

On the Andrew Marr programme, Boris Johnson appeared to say for the first time that the nerve agent in Salisbury
was actually made in Russia. But this is a major divergence from the published FCO statement, which very markedly
does not say this. Boris Johnson was therefore almost certainly reverting to his reflex lying. In fact the FCO
statement gives an extremely strong hint the FCO is not at all confident it was made in Russia and is seeking to
widen its bases. Look at this paragraph:

Russia is the official successor state to the USSR. As such, Russia legally took responsibility for ensuring
the CWC applies to all former Soviet Chemical Weapons stocks and facilities.

It does not need me to point out, that if Porton Down had identified the nerve agent as made in Russia,
the FCO would not have added that paragraph. Plainly they cannot say it was made in Russia.

The Soviet Chemical Weapons programme was based in Nukus in Uzbekistan. It was the Americans who
dismantled and studied it and destroyed and removed the equipment. | visited it as Ambassador to Uzbekistan
shortly after they had finished - | recall it as desolate, tiled and very cold, nothing to look at really. The above
paragraph seeks to hold the Russians responsible for anything that came out of Nukus, when it was the Americans
who actually took it.
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Craig Murray Radio 5 Interview on Skripal Attack

18 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments
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Boris Johnson Attempt Refute My Sources on Porton Down
the Most Hilarious Fail”

18 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) has issued a statement to refute my report from well-placed FCO
sources that the British government continually re-uses the phrase “of a type developed by Russia” because its own
scientists refused government pressure to say the nerve agent was made by Russia, and as getting even agreement
to “of a type developed by” was bloody, the government has to stick to precisely that rather odd choice of phrase.

This is the official British Government statement:

“We have no idea what Mr Murray is referring to. The Prime Minister told MP’s on Monday that world
leading experts at Porton Down had positively identified this chemical agent. It is clear that it is a military
grade nerve agent of a type developed by Russia. None of that is in any doubt”.

Which is perhaps the most hilarious fail in the history of refutation.

The BBC sprung that statement on me during a live interview on Radio 5 last night. They also sprung on me a
statement by the Israeli Embassy and were attempting to lead me into accusing Israel of the attack. But even the
BBC interviewer, Stephen Nolan, was flummoxed by the rubbish he had been given from the FCO. Here is an extract
from that part of the interview:

Stephen Nolan: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office have said to us tonight: “We have no idea what
Mr Murray is referring to. The Prime Minister told MP’s on Monday that world leading experts at Porton
Down had positively identified this chemical agent. It is clear that it is a military grade nerve agent of a type
developed by Russia. None of that is in any doubt”. Well, you've already covered that Craig and you are
zoning in on the fact that they are saying “developed by Russia’, they are unable to say whether it’s made —
well they are not saying whether it was actually manufactured in Russia or the source of it or whether it was
from Russia, right?”

Craig Murray Yes, exactly. No-one doubts that the Russians had the idea of making these things first, and
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worked on developing the idea. It has always been doubted up till now that they really succeeded. The
Iranians succeeded under OPCW supervision some time ago and the chemical formulae were published to
the whole world twenty years ago. So many states could have done it. The “of a type developed by Russia”
thing means nothing, undoubtedly.

You can hear the whole interview here beginning about 5 minutes in.
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First Recorded Successful Novichok Synthesis was in 2016 — By
Iran, in Cooperation with the OPC

17 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

The line that novichoks can only be produced by Russia is now proven to be a complete lie. As | previously proved
by referencing their publications, in 2013 the OPCW scientific advisory committee note the evidence was sparse
that novichoks had ever been successfully produced, and that was still the line being published by Porton Down in
2016. You can find the hard evidence of all that here.

I have now been sent the vital information that in late 2016, Iranian scientists set out to study whether novichoks
really could be produced from commercially available ingredients. Iran succeeded in synthesising a number of
novichoks. Iran did this in full cooperation with the OPCW and immediately reported the results to the OPCW so
they could be added to the chemical weapons database.

T

This makes complete nonsense of the Theresa May's “of a type developed by Russia” line, used to parliament and
the UN Security Council. This explains why Porton Down have refused to cave in to governmental pressure to say
the nerve agent was Russian. If Iran can make a novichok, so can a significant number of states.

While Iran acted absolutely responsibly in cooperating with the OPCW, there are a handful of rogue states operating
outwith the rule of international law, like Israel and North Korea, which refuse to ratify the Chemical Weapons
Convention, join the OPCW or destroy their chemical weapons stocks. Russia has cooperated in the OPCW
destruction of all its chemical weapons stocks, completed last year, which included regular OPCW inspection of all
the sites alleged to have been in the original “novichok” programme. Why nobody is even looking at the rogue
states outwith the OPCW is a genuine puzzle.

Extraordinarily, only yesterday the Guardian was still carrying an article which claimed “only the Russian state” could
make a novichok. Despite the lying propaganda regurgitated by virtually every corporate and state “journalist”, in
truth is it is now proven beyond dispute that “of a type developed by Russia” has zero evidential value and is a
politician’s weasel phrase designed deliberately to mislead the public. The public should ask why.

ty th Che
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On Not Being Refuted

17 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

Several million people have now read my articles on the lack of evidence of Russian government guilt for the
Salisbury attack. That's over 300,000 unique visitors on this little blog alone so far, and it has been repeated on
hundreds of sites all over the internet. My own tweets on the subject have been retweeted over 12,500 times and
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received 8 million impressions. | know that journalists from every mainstream media outlet you can mention have
seen the material, because of numerous tweets from them none of which address any of the facts, but instead call
me a “Conspiracy nutter” or variants of that, some very rude.

Yet what | wrote has not been refuted. It would be very easy to refute were it not true. The government would just
have to say “Porton Down have stated that they have definitely identified the nerve agent as made in Russia”. They
have not said that. Most extraordinarily, not one mainstream media “journalist” has asked a minister the question:
“You keep using this phrase the nerve agent is “of a type developed by Russia”. Are you able to confirm it was
actually made in Russia?” .

There is no excuse for this. Literally hundreds of mainstream media “journalists” have slavishly reproduced the
propaganda phrase “of a type developed by Russia” without a single one of them every querying this rather odd
wording, or why it is the government always uses that precise wording again and again and again.

It goes without saying that not a single mainstream media “journalist” has reported that fact either that until
recently Porton Down believed that “novichoks” had probably never actually been synthesised successfully and that
the OPCW has never banned them on the grounds that there was no evidence of their physical existence.

Finally | wish to repeat these important facts:

1) Israel has major undeclared stocks of chemical weapons

2) Israel is one of a handful of countries, including North Korea, not to ratify the Chemical Weapons Convention and
commit to destroy its chemical weapons

3) Israel is not a member of the OPCW and refuses to declare its chemical weapon stocks to the OPCW.

These are also facts you will never, ever see reported in mainstream media and entirely predictably the corporate
lickspittles of the mainstream media have been out in force on socal media justifying their refusal to act on any of
the information | have given on the grounds | am an “anti-semite”. A more extreme example of using any criticism of
Israel to allege anti-semitism is hard to conceive.

The contribution of Jewish people to human development in fields including science, literature, music, art and
commerce has been simply magnificent and utterly disproportionate to their numbers. The genocidal policy of
Israel towards the Palestinians these last seventy years, and its rogue state status as regard chemical and nuclear
wmds is a completely different question, for which | in no way blame the generality of Jewish people. In fact my
position on this is the opposite of a BDS position. | actually want Israel to join OPCW, be a full member and
cooperate in the destruction of its chemical weapon stocks.

I think I might now have a vodka. Of a type developed by Russia. Made in Warrington.
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Of A Type Developed By Liars’

16 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

| have now received confirmation from a well placed FCO source that Porton Down scientists are not able to
identify the nerve agent as being of Russian manufacture, and have been resentful of the pressure being placed on
them to do so. Porton Down would only sign up to the formulation “of a type developed by Russia” after a rather
difficult meeting where this was agreed as a compromise formulation. The Russians were allegedly researching, in
the “Novichok” programme a generation of nerve agents which could be produced from commercially available
precursors such as insecticides and fertilisers. This substance is a “novichok” in that sense. It is of that type. Just
as | am typing on a laptop of a type developed by the United States, though this one was made in China.

To anybody with a Whitehall background this has been obvious for several days. The government has never said the
nerve agent was made in Russia, or that it can only be made in Russia. The exact formulation “of a type developed
by Russia” was used by Theresa May in parliament, used by the UK at the UN Security Council, used by Boris
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Johnson on the BBC yesterday and, most tellingly of all, “of a type developed by Russia” is the precise phrase
used in the joint communique issued by the UK, USA, France and Germany yesterday:

This use of a military-grade nerve agent, of a type developed by Russia, constitutes the first offensive use
of a nerve agent in Europe since the Second World War.

When the same extremely careful phrasing is never deviated from, you know it is the result of a very delicate
Whitehall compromise. My FCO source, like me, remembers the extreme pressure put on FCO staff and other civil
servants to sign off the dirty dossier on Iragi WMD, some of which pressure | recount in my memoir Murder in
Samarkand. She volunteered the comparison to what is happening now, particularly at Porton Down, with no
prompting from me.

Separately | have written to the media office at OPCW to ask them to confirm that there has never been any
physical evidence of the existence of Russian Novichoks, and the programme of inspection and destruction of
Russian chemical weapons was completed last year.

Did you know these interesting facts?

OPCW inspectors have had full access to all known Russian chemical weapons facilities for over a decade -
including those identified by the “Novichok” alleged whistleblower Mirzayanov — and last year OPCW inspectors
completed the destruction of the last of 40,000 tonnes of Russian chemical weapons

By contrast the programme of destruction of US chemical weapons stocks still has five years to run

Israel has extensive stocks of chemical weapons but has always refused to declare any of them to the OPCW.
Israel is not a state party to the Chemical Weapons Convention nor a member of the OPCW. Israel signed in 1993
but refused to ratify as this would mean inspection and destruction of its chemical weapons. Israel undoubtedly
has as much technical capacity as any state to synthesise “Novichoks”.

Until this week, the near universal belief among chemical weapons experts, and the official position of the OPCW,
was that “Novichoks” were at most a theoretical research programme which the Russians had never succeeded in
actually synthesising and manufacturing. That is why they are not on the OPCW list of banned chemical weapons.

Porton Down is still not certain it is the Russians who have apparently synthesised a “Novichok”. Hence “Of a type
developed by Russia”. Note developed, not made, produced or manufactured.

It is very carefully worded propaganda. Of a type developed by liars.
UPDATE

This post prompted another old colleague to get in touch. On the bright side, the FCO have persuaded Boris he has
to let the OPCW investigate a sample. But not just yet. The expectation is the inquiry committee will be chaired by a
Chinese delegate. The Boris plan is to get the OPCW also to sign up to the “as developed by Russia” formula, and
diplomacy to this end is being undertaken in Beijing right now.

I don't suppose there is any sign of the BBC doing any actual journalism on this?

Erratum - | originally typed “nerve gas” and not “nerve agent” in the first line — purely my error.
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15 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

In 13 years of running my blog | have never been exposed to such a tirade of abuse as | have for refusing to accept
without evidence that Russia is the only possible culprit for the Salisbury attack. The abuse has mostly been on
twitter, and much of the most venomous stuff has come from corporate and state media “journalists”. | suppose |
am a standing rebuke to them for merely being stenographers to power and never doing any actual research, but
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that hardly explains the visceral levels of hatred exhibited.

Today they are all terrifically happy and sharing amongst themselves a lengthy twitter thread by a Blairite and
chemist called Clyde Davis in which they all say | am “owned” and my article disproven. There are two remarkable
things about this thread.

The first remarkable thing is the remarkably high percentage of those who are sharing it with commendations who
are mainstream media journalists. Last | saw was George Monbiot five minutes ago, but there are dozens. |
suppose it is important to them as validating their decision to support uncritically the government line without
doing any actual journalism.

The second remarkable thing is that the thread they are all sharing misses out almost all my side of the
conversation. An objective observer might think that made it hard to say who “won” the argument. To be fair, that is
probably not deliberate but appears to be a result of how twitter does threading. Here | reconstruct by paste the
thread with my responses. It may give a better idea of whether Mr Davis completely “destroys” my article, as the
“professional” journalists are all claiming. And as Mr Davies is critiquing my article, perhaps you might refresh
yourself on that first here.

CorbynSupporters50+ @corbyn50plus - 15h v
The Novichok Story Is Indeed Another Iraq| WMD Scam:

ray.org.uk/archives/2018/... - via:@CraigMurrayOrg

The Novichok Story Is Indeed Another Iraqi WMD S...

As recently as 2016 Dr Robin Black, Head of the
Detection Laboratory at the UK's only chemical weapons
facility at Porton Down, a former colleague of Dr David

‘ - B

O 1 T 25 QO 20 &

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 14h v
“Yet now, the British Government is claiming to be able instantly to identify a
substance which its only biological weapons research centre has never seen

before and was unsure of its existence. "
You wouldn't recognise a mass spectrometer if it hit you smack in your stupid
gob.

O 16 n 70 Q 211 &

Craig Murray @ @CraigMurrayOrg - 14h v
( And how does the mass spectrometer tell you the sample was made in Russia if

you don't have an example of a Russian made one to compare? | shall listen to
your reply with genuine interest, despite your completely unprovoked
aggression.

QO 7 o QO 14 ih

'5 Clyde.DaVIes Follow v

Replying to @CraigMurrayOrg
So now you're going to lecture me on
chemistry? This ought to be interesting. Let
me give you some background to all of this.
When | heard who the victim was, and that it
was a nerve agent, | immediately suspected
what the chemical formula was likely to be 1/

6:32 AM - 15 Mar 2018
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M MY IS T TaTy Y TE ST T
‘ Replying to @deadlyvices @CraigMurrayOrg @corbyn50plus
This is because | knew about the 'novichok' agents. They were developed in the

70s and 80s by Vil Mirzayanov among others, who now lives as an exile in the
US. He was so horrified that he went public an eventually to jail in Russia 2/

O 1 T 2 Q o3 [}

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 5h v
‘Novichok' however is a generic term given to a family of organophosphorus

acetylcholinesterase inhibitors. They look like this. The structure on the right is

A-232 3/
? ?
o—P-0 F PPN
SRS
cl cl

O 4 0 18 Q 87 [}

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 5h v
VX in comparison looks like this. It has a different chemical structure. Just by

looking at the structure, a chemist can tell you what the mass, infrared, NMR, UV
and other spectra are likely to look like with a high degree of confidence 4/

Q 3 0 13 Qmn [}

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 5h v
This is because chemistry is a *science”, and sciences differentiate themselves

from other kinds of discipline by allowing people to make *testable predictions™.
It's a branch of *inductive reasoning*. 5/

O 1 0 23 Q1,2 O
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Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
These look like simple chemical compounds but in reality they are difficult to

make *safely*. One tiny drop, about the size of a pinhead, of VX is enough to kill
a healthy adult. These compounds are reputedly ten times more deadly 6/

Q 10 n 32 Q 115 &

(o Craig Murray @ o
@CraigMurrayOrg

Replying to @deadlyvices @corbyn50p

1/2 Did you actually read my article? Both
Porton Down and the OPCW published their
doubt they were ever really synthesised.
Nobody had ever seen one. And as you say,
the alleged formula was revealed two
decades ago by the scientist who worked on
them and now lives in the USA.

6:51 AM - 15 Mar 2018
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Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 6h v
Replying to @CraigMurrayOrg @corbyn50plus

Yes. | read your article. Porton Down and the OPCW have no doubt *changed
their opinion®. That's the beauty of science: when the *evidence* changes you
get to change your mind.

9 1 Q &

Neither my reply nor Davies’ rejoinder are included in the thread which the mainstream “journalists” are circulating.
Note that Davies responds to being challenged, with a riposte which is untrue. The OPCW have never changed their
position on the physical existence of “novichoks” from the position | gave and referenced in my article. By contrast,
Mr Davies gives no reference for his claim the OPCW has changed its mind. Personally | find it problematic that
somebody like Mr Davies who blusters so loud on scientific method, responds to a challenge to his position with an
apparent invention.

It is indeed true that Porton Down (which here means the British government), however, have changed their position
since 2016 when, as | again demonstrated in my article with references, they said there was no evidence for the
physical existence of “novichoks”. Now apparently they have said not only do they have one, but it is indubitably
Russian. If a “novichok” is indeed in the possession of Porton Down, of course scientists, like diplomats and the
others involved, will change their position on the existence of Novichoks. As will I. But that, in any sense, that will
prove it is of Russian manufacture is a totally different question.
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Craig Murray @ o
@CraigMurrayOrg

Replying to @deadlyvices @corbyn50plus

2/2 Therefore if the compound does
correspond to a "Novichok" there is zero
evidence it was created in Russia - no Russian
sample it can be compared to. It will be the
first time the OPCW has ever seen one.

6:55 AM - 15 Mar 2018

2 Retweets @ =

O 1 n 2 Q il

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
Therefore anybody undertaking to make them has to take extreme precautions.

If you just wanted to *kill* someone because you wanted them out of the way,
why not shoot them? 7/

O 4 0 36 Q200 O

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
And unless you were a state, with the access to the kind of facilities this kind of
chemistry would demand, why would you want to take the risks associated?
Unless of course you wanted to leave an unmistakable and brutal calling card 8/

Qs 1 so Q2. O

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
‘ The Russians have proven past form with these compounds. Then we can

triangulate the motive and opportunity against the means. The motive was to

send a clear message to Russians at home that opposing Putin was high risk 9/

Q 10 1 s0 Q 239 &

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
And to the UK that this little country, with post-imperial delusions of adequacy,
was increasingly isolating itself globally by leaving the EU and could likely not call
on the US for any meaningful help 10/

QO 1 1 69 QO 331 [}

Craig Murray @ o
@CraigMurrayOrg

Replying to @deadlyvices @corbyn50plus

| find most amusing right wing nutters like
yourself who start off "you are not a scientist:
| am a scientist. Therefore only | am qualified
to comment on this" and then go on to give
us your childish views on international
diplomacy.

6:57 AM - 15 Mar 2018
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Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
Your entire article is riddled with ridiculous claims. One of the most egregious is
It is a scientific impossibility for Porton Down to have been able to test for
Russian novichoks if they have never possessed a Russian sample to compare
them to." 11/

O 3 M s6 D300 &

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
This is plainly *bollocks*. *All* molecules with the same formula have *exactly*
the same properties and will exhibit the same characteristics as any other.
Motive, opportunity and the particularly brutal and calculated means all point to
Russia. 12/

O 1 1 51 Qw0 B

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
And this other statement "If they exist at all, Novichoks were allegedly designed
to be able to be made at bench level in any commercial chemical facility.”

Really? *All* of them? *Some* might have binary precursors, but even those are
pretty vile in their own right 13/

O 2 1 25 Q139 O

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
Take sarin for example, which uses methyl phosphonyl difluoride as a binary
precursor. This is an extremely unpleasant chemical and the reaction produces
HF, which is a dangerous and corrosive byproduct 14/

O 4 0 26 Qi O

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
Both those novichok structures would use very similar precursors and produce
the *same* byproducts. The idea of some foreign assassin mixing up the
ingredients in a hotel bedroom is risible 15/

O 4 0 33 QO 202 [}

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
Motive, means, opportunity: the essential components of any murder case. I've
explained the means *ad nauseam™ by now. The motive - especially given the
victims - and opportunity, triangulate very well to the Russians 16/

O 7 0 3 QO 195 [}

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
In my book, if something looks like a duck, swims and flies like a duck and
quacks like a duck, it's a bloody duck. Why in God's name some people have to
argue the essential duckiness of a duck is utterly baffling 17/.
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ca Craig Murray @ g
@CraigMurrayOrg

Replying to @deac ces @corbyn50p

Would't the world be a lovely place if
everyone just fell in with your right wing
world view. And for somebody who lectures
so insistently on scientific logic, you are
peculiarly unaware of Karl Popper's swans.

7:22 AM - 15 Mar 2018
6 Retweets 13 Likes e 22 e ” a 6 QT) ‘,
Q s6 N6 QO 13 ih

(’O Tweet your reply

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 7h v
Replying to @CraigMurrayOrg @corbyn50plus

I'm not right-wing, you fool. I've voted Labour for the past thirty five years of my
life, well before Corbyn arrived on the scene and hopefully well after he's gone.
Now, if you wish to play the ball instead of the man, I'd like to hear your counter
arguments

O 15 0 27 Q an0 &

Then along came the man who really did put me to shame. A Mr Kevin Smyth who completely demolished Davis
with a simple polite question:

KevinSmyth @KevinSmyth - 2h v

. Replying to @d @CraigMurrayOrg @
Clyde, can it be proven beyond doubt this was made in Russia - my
understanding is whilst developed by Russia it can theoretically be made

anywhere?

O s 0 3 Q7 &

Clyde Davies @deadlyvices - 1h v
No it can't be proven beyond doubt purely on Chemistry but the *balance of

probabilities™ is heavily skewed towards Russia. And until | hear a more
convincing alternative explanation I'm sticking to my guns.

QO 16 10 Q© 68 4]

That part of the exchange is also missing from the thread being circulated so gleefully at the moment.
So what does Davies tell us in this article delivered by twitter which “demolishes” my article.

1) Davies acknowledges that until recently Porton Down and OPCW doubted the physical existence of
“novichoks”. He says they have now changed their minds. [Porton Down has indeed undergone a remarkable
change of mind in the last week , but the OPCW has yet to see the evidence].

2) Davis states that chemists can tell if a compound corresponds to one of the “novichoks” described
by Mirzyanov, but Davis specifically accepts that does not prove Russian manufacture.

3) Davis nevertheless states strongly it is Russia because he believes Russia has form and motive.

Nothing here can remotely be said to be conclusive. The question that puzzles me, is why are so many mainstream
media journalists gleefully seizing on this series of tweets as a destruction of the need for sceptical inquiry? A
possible answer:

1) Davies by claiming credentials as a chemist conforms to the corporate media urge for an appeal to authority. He
validates the government line and he is a chemist. He can throw in the names of chemicals and molecular diagrams.
That kind of thing impresses journalists. That he explicitly admits the chemistry cannot prove Russia did it, is
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apparently irrelevant.
2) Davies thus provides a smokescreen of respectability by which they can continue to advance their careers by
cutting and pasting the government line without question.

yu

In fact, all of Davies’ “chemistry” in this exchange sets out to prove something which was never disputed - that
chemists are able to identify whether or not a substance is one of the “novichok” compounds described by
Mirzyanov. But as he published the formulae two decades ago, and has been living in the USA, and as the US
dismantled and studied the Nukus plant, and as Porton Down had never seen any evidence the Russians actually
succeeded in synthesising “novichoks, this in no way adds up to evidence of Russian manufacture. As Davies, to his
credit, finally acknowledged when confronted by an interlocutor for whom he did not have automatic hatred.

| can’t say the midgies bother me that much. But they are interesting to study.

L 4 TWEET [ f] SHARE 7.6K (&) G+ +1 (V) in

View with comments

The Novichok Story Is Indeed Another Iraqi WMD Scam@

14 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

As recently as 2016 Dr Robin Black, Head of the Detection Laboratory at the UK’s only chemical weapons facility at
Porton Down, a former colleague of Dr David Kelly, published in an extremely prestigious scientific journal that the
evidence for the existence of Novichoks was scant and their composition unknown.

In recent years, there has been much speculation that a fourth generation of nerve agents, ‘Novichoks/
(newcomer), was developed in Russia, beginning in the 1970s as part of the ‘Foliant’ programme, with the
aim of finding agents that would compromise defensive countermeasures. Information on these
compounds has been sparse in the public domain, mostly originating from a dissident Russian military
chemist, Vil Mirzayanov. No independent confirmation of the structures or the properties of such
compounds has been published. (Black, 2076)

Robin Black. (2016) Development, Historical Use and Properties of Chemical Warfare Agents. Royal
Society of Chemistry

Yet now, the British Government is claiming to be able instantly to identify a substance which its only biological
weapons research centre has never seen before and was unsure of its existence. Worse, it claims to be able not
only to identify it, but to pinpoint its origin. Given Dr Black’s publication, it is plain that claim cannot be true.

The world’s international chemical weapons experts share Dr Black’s opinion. The Organisation for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) is a UN body based in the Hague. In 2013 this was the report of its Scientific
Advisory Board, which included US, French, German and Russian government representatives and on which Dr Black
was the UK representative:

[The SAB] emphasised that the definition of toxic chemicals in the Convention would cover all potential
candidate chemicals that might be utilised as chemical weapons. Regarding new toxic chemicals not listed
in the Annex on Chemicals but which may nevertheless pose a risk to the Convention, the SAB makes
reference to “Novichoks”. The name “Novichok” is used in a publication of a former Soviet scientist who
reported investigating a new class of nerve agents suitable for use as binary chemical weapons. The SAB
states that it has insufficient information to comment on the existence or properties of “Novichoks”.
(OPCW, 2013)

OPCW: Report of the Scientific Advisory Board on developments in science and technology for the
Third Review Conference 27 March 2013

Indeed the OPCW was so sceptical of the viability of “novichoks” that it decided — with US and UK agreement — not
to add them nor their alleged precursors to its banned list. In short, the scientific community broadly accepts
Mirzayanov was working on “novichoks” but doubts he succeeded.

Given that the OPCW has taken the view the evidence for the existence of “Novichoks” is dubious, if the UK actually
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has a sample of one it is extremely important the UK presents that sample to the OPCW. Indeed the UK has a
binding treaty obligation to present that sample to OPCW. Russa has - unreported by the corporate media —
entered a demand at the OPCW that Britain submit a sample of the Salisbury material for international analysis.

Yet Britain refuses to submit it to the OPCW.
Why?

A second part of May's accusation is that “Novichoks” could only be made in certain military installations. But that
is also demonstrably untrue. If they exist at all, Novichoks were allegedly designed to be able to be made at bench
level in any commercial chemical facility — that was a major point of them. The only real evidence for the existence
of Novichoks was the testimony of the ex-Soviet scientist Mizayanov. And this is what Mirzayanov actually wrote.

One should be mindful that the chemical components or precursors of A-232 or its binary version novichok-
5 are ordinary organophosphates that can be made at commercial chemical companies that manufacture
such products as fertilizers and pesticides.

Vil S. Mirzayanov, “Dismantling the Soviet/Russian Chemical Weapons Complex: An Insider’s View,” in
Amy E. Smithson, Dr. Vil S. Mirzayanov, Gen Roland Lajoie, and Michael Krepon, Chemical Weapons
Disarmament in Russia: Problems and Prospects, Stimson Report No. 17, October 1995, p. 21.

It is a scientific impossibility for Porton Down to have been able to test for Russian novichoks if they have never
possessed a Russian sample to compare them to. They can analyse a sample as conforming to a Mirzayanov
formula, but as he published those to the world twenty years ago, that is no proof of Russian origin. If Porton Down
can synthesise it, so can many others, not just the Russians.

And finally — Mirzayanov is an Uzbek name and the novichok programme, assuming it existed, was in the Soviet
Union but far away from modern Russia, at Nukus in modern Uzbekistan. | have visited the Nukus chemical
weapons site myself. It was dismantled and made safe and all the stocks destroyed and the equipment removed
by the American government, as | recall finishing while | was Ambassador there. There has in fact never been any
evidence that any “novichok” ever existed in Russia itself.

To summarise:

1) Porton Down has acknowledged in publications it has never seen any Russian “novichoks”. The UK
government has absolutely no “fingerprint” information such as impurities that can safely attribute
this substance to Russia.

2) Until now, neither Porton Down nor the world’s experts at the Organisation for the Prevention of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) were convinced “Novichoks” even exist.

3) The UK is refusing to provide a sample to the OPCW.

4) “Novichoks” were specifically designed to be able to be manufactured from common ingredients
on any scientific bench. The Americans dismantled and studied the facility that allegedly developed
them. It is completely untrue only the Russians could make them, if anybody can.

5) The “Novichok” programme was in Uzbekistan not in Russia. Its legacy was inherited by the
Americans during their alliance with Karimov, not by the Russians.

With a great many thanks to sources who cannot be named at this moment.

Please Also Read My follow-up to this article: “Bothered by Midgies”

L J TWEET [ f] SHARE 7.6K (&) G+ +1 () in

View with comments

Russian to Judgement"

13 Mar, 2018 in Uncategorized by craig | View Comments

The same people who assured you that Saddam Hussein had WMD’s now assure you Russian “novochok” nerve
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agents are being wielded by Vladimir Putin to attack people on British soil. As with the Iragi WMD dossier, it is
essential to comb the evidence very finely. A vital missing word from Theresa May's statement yesterday was
“only”. She did not state that the nerve agent used was manufactured ONLY by Russia. She rather stated this group
of nerve agents had been “developed by” Russia. Antibiotics were first developed by a Scotsman, but that is not
evidence that all antibiotics are today administered by Scots.

The “novochok” group of nerve agents — a very loose term simply for a collection of new nerve agents the Soviet
Union were developing fifty years ago — will almost certainly have been analysed and reproduced by Porton Down.
That is entirely what Porton Down is there for. It used to make chemical and biological weapons as weapons, and
today it still does make them in small quantities in order to research defences and antidotes. After the fall of the
Soviet Union Russian chemists made a lot of information available on these nerve agents. And one country which
has always manufactured very similar persistent nerve agents is Israel. This Foreign Policy magazine (a very
establishment US publication) article on Israel's chemical and biological weapon capability is very interesting
indeed. | will return to Israel later in this article.

Incidentally, novachok is not a specific substance but a class of new nerve agents. Sources agree they were
designed to be persistent, and of an order of magnitude stronger than sarin or VX. That is rather hard to square
with the fact that thankfully nobody has died and those possibly in contact just have to wash their clothes.

From Putin’s point of view, to assassinate Skripal now seems to have very little motivation. If the Russians have
waited eight years to do this, they could have waited until after their World Cup. The Russians have never killed a
swapped spy before. Just as diplomats, British and otherwise, are the most ardent upholders of the principle of
diplomatic immunity, so security service personnel everywhere are the least likely to wish to destroy a system
which can be a key aspect of their own personal security; quite literally spy swaps are their “Get Out of Jail Free”
card. You don't undermine that system — probably terminally — without very good reason.

It is worth noting that the “wicked” Russians gave Skripal a far lighter jail sentence than an American equivalent
would have received. If a member of US Military Intelligence had sold, for cash to the Russians, the names of
hundreds of US agents and officers operating abroad, the Americans would at the very least jail the person for life,
and | strongly suspect would execute them. Skripal just received a jail sentence of 18 years, which is hard to square
with the narrative of implacable vindictiveness against him. If the Russians had wanted to make an example, that
was the time.

It is much more probable that the reason for this assassination attempt refers to something recent or current, than
to spying twenty years ago. Were | the British police, | would inquire very closely into Orbis Intelligence.

There is no doubt that Skripal was feeding secrets to MI6 at the time that Christopher Steele was an MI6 officer in
Moscow, and at the the time that Pablo Miller, another member of Orbis Intelligence, was also an MI6 officer in
Russia and directly recruiting agents. It is widely reported on the web and in US media that it was Miller who first
recruited Skripal. My own ex-MI6 sources tell me that is not quite true as Skripal was “walk-in", but that Miller
certainly was involved in running Skripal for a while. Sadly Pablo Miller’s LinkedIn profile has recently been deleted,
but it is again widely alleged on the web that it showed him as a consultant for Orbis Intelligence and a consultant
to the FCO and — wait for it — with an address in Salisbury. If anyone can recover that Linkedin entry do get in touch,
though British Government agencies will have been active in the internet scrubbing.

It was of course Christopher Steele and Orbis Intelligence who produced for the Clinton camp the sensationalist
dossier on Trump links with Russia — including the story of Trump paying to be urinated on by Russian prostitutes -
that is a key part of the “Russiagate” affair gripping the US political classes. The extraordinary thing about this is
that the Orbis dossier is obvious nonsense which anybody with a professional background can completely
demolish, as | did here. Steele’s motive was, like Skripal’s in selling his secrets, cash pure and simple. Steele is a
charlatan who knocked up a series of allegations that are either wildly improbable, or would need a high level
source access he could not possibly get in today’s Russia, or both. He told the Democrats what they wish to hear
and his audience — who had and still have no motivation to look at it critically — paid him highly for it.

I do not know for certain that Pablo Miller helped knock together the Steele dossier on Trump, but it seems very
probable given he also served for M16 in Russia and was working for Orbis. And it seems to me even more probable
that Sergei Skripal contributed to the Orbis Intelligence dossier on Trump. Steele and Miller cannot go into Russia
and run sources any more, and never would have had access as good as their dossier claims, even in their M16 days.
The dossier was knocked up for huge wodges of cash from whatever they could cobble together. Who better to
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lend a little corroborative verisimilitude in these circumstances than their old source Skripal?

Skripal was at hand in the UK, and allegedly even close to Miller in Salisbury. He could add in the proper acronym for
a Russian committee here or the name of a Russian official there, to make it seem like Steele was providing hard
intelligence. Indeed, Skripal's outdated knowledge might explain some of the dossier's more glaring errors.

But the problem with double agents like Skripal, who give intelligence for money, is that they can easily become
triple agents and you never know when a better offer is going to come along. When Steele produced his dodgy
dossier, he had no idea it would ever become so prominent and subject to so much scrutiny. Steele is fortunate in
that the US Establishment is strongly motivated not to scrutinise his work closely as their one aim is to “get”
Trump. But with the stakes very high, having a very loose cannon as one of the dossier’s authors might be most
inconvenient both for Orbis and for the Clinton camp.

If | was the police, | would look closely at Orbis Intelligence.

To return to Israel. Israel has the nerve agents. Israel has Mossad which is extremely skilled at foreign
assassinations. Theresa May claimed Russian propensity to assassinate abroad as a specific reason to believe
Russia did it. Well Mossad has an even greater propensity to assassinate abroad. And while | am struggling to see a
Russian motive for damaging its own international reputation so grieviously, Israel has a clear motivation for
damaging the Russian reputation so grieviously. Russian action in Syria has undermined the Israeli position in Syria
and Lebanon in a fundamental way, and Israel has every motive for damaging Russia’s international position by an
attack aiming to leave the blame on Russia.

Both the Orbis and Israeli theories are speculations. But they are no more a speculation, and no more a conspiracy
theory, than the idea that Vladimir Putin secretly sent agents to Salisbury to attack Skripal with a secret nerve
agent. | can see absolutely no reason to believe that is a more valid speculation than the others at this point.

| am alarmed by the security, spying and armaments industries’ frenetic efforts to stoke Russophobia and heat up
the new cold war. | am especially alarmed at the stream of cold war warrior “experts” dominating the news cycles. |
write as someone who believes that agents of the Russian state did assassinate Litvinenko, and that the Russian
security services carried out at least some of the apartment bombings that provided the pretext for the brutal
assault on Chechnya. | believe the Russian occupation of Crimea and parts of Georgia is illegal. On the other hand, in
Syria Russia has saved the Middle East from domination by a new wave of US and Saudi sponsored extreme
jihadists.

The naive view of the world as “goodies” and “baddies”, with our own ruling class as the good guys, is for the birds.
| witnessed personally in Uzbekistan the willingness of the UK and US security services to accept and validate
intelligence they knew to be false in order to pursue their policy objectives. We should be extremely sceptical of
their current anti-Russian narrative. There are many possible suspects in this attack.
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